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ARMS 


PROGRAMME IS 
A MENACE 
TO PEACE 


FURTHER £580,000,600 for the Armed Forces, including 
A 2%89.000.000 for the Navy, the largest peace-time estimate in 


our history. 


The expenditure for war purposes of a sum that could vastly 
ameliorate the lot of the unemployed, instil new life into the derelict 
areas, satisfy the more pressing housing needs of the people, or 
finance similar social reforms that are urgently required. 


That is the situation which the British people is facing at the 


moment with tragic complacency. 


From the ranks of the pacifist movement alone are voices 
raised in protest against this madness, which shows nothing more 
clearly than the bankruptcy of politicians. 

Tonight, at a great public meeting to be held in Friends House, 
Euston Road, the pacifist protest and the constructive alternative 
will be stated by Ethel Mannin, Lord Ponsonby, Donald Soper, Max 


Plowman and Stuart Morris. 


“ C'VERYBODY” desires peace, and yet 

“everybody” is preparing for war. 
“ Everybody,” despite the experience of the 
last Great War, still apparently believes 
that peace can be preserved by prepara- 
tion for war. 

How, then, does “everybody” answer 
these simple questions? 

What does the other fellow think when 
he sees you engaged in intensifying your 
war preparations? 

Does he too feel safer, and simply 
twiddle his thumbs as he sees us becoming 
more powerful than he? 

Or does he feel menaced, just as we 
would were it he who was becoming the 
more powerful of the two? 


Cause of Aggression 

And will he not, as we would, accord- 
ingly apply himself to get level with us 
again by spending on arms as much as he 
can afford, and, when no more can be spent, 
by making alliances? 

And even if actual war is deferred for 
years, what sort of “ peace” is in prospect, 
with so colossal an arms burden to shoulder 
from day to day, without hope of remis- 
sion: with, indeed, the certainty of its 
permanence and steady increase? 

The truth is, of course, that peace does 
not mean merely the absence of war. World 
peace will only be possible when the econo- 
mic needs of all nations are satisfied ; when, 
for example, the legitimate grievances of 
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Germany, Italy and Japan are met. 

Dissatisfied nations are always potential 
aggressors, if it is aggression to help your- 
self to the necessities of life when others 
will not concede them to you. 

Contented peoples never think of pro- 
voking war, and will be reluctant to 
venture into war. 

The solution to the problem, therefore, is 
to ensure contentment for all. 


No Solution by War 


This cannot be achieved by force, by war, 
Not only will war merely impoverish still 
further all who participate in it: it will 
decide only one thing, which of the two 
belligerents is the stronger, not which is 
in the right. 

Germany has made it unmistakably clear 
that Britain “need not think that she can 
reduce the German or the Italian claims by 
weight of armaments.” : 

In fact the present policy of the British 
Government can only succeed in delaying, 
if not, indeed, preventing, these claims 
being settled by discussion, since the 
propaganda essential to win the British 
people to acquiescence in rearmament and 
the regimentation that must accompany it, 
must paint the German and Italian claims 
in the blackest colours, and so tend to make 
British public opinion unconciliatory. 

Trade and commerce, businessmen and 
politicians are forever stating, can only 
progress if there is “confidence.” The 
opposite of confidence is suspicion. And 
armaments breed suspicion. 


At Cross Purposes 


When Mr. Chamberlain was defending 
the British Government’s policy in the 
House of Commons last week, he actually 
quoted Lord Grey’s famous statement, that 
the piling up of arms in one country, even 
though intended for “defence,” created 
suspicion in other countries. Reports of 
German views on the House of Commons 
debate confirmed the truth of the state- 
ment. 

German suspicion is further increased by 
the inconsistency between British demands 
for more arms to “deter” aggressors and 
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A Square Peg In 
A Round Hole 


Surplus Food For 


America’s Starving 
Thousands ? 


JNTENSIVE preparations for war while the 
peoples of the world clamour for peace. 
The destruction of “surplus” food while 

millions starve. 

These are the two most striking para- 
doxes of our times. 

The first seems likely to continue awhile ; 
the second may possibly be tackled soon. 
For it is reported that the US Federal 
Government is considering a plan to feed 
her poverty-stricken hundreds of thousands 
by distributing excess food supplies through 
established retail channels. 

Subsequently the plan would be extended 
to include clothing and other necessities. 

The scheme has the backing of the US 
Department of Agriculture, which claims 
that it would serve the triple purpose of 
feeding the poor, disposing of recurring 
agricultural surplus, and increasing private 
business activities. ; 


CONSCRIPTION 
* 


A Year Ago 
we said: 


“It is now possible to give details 
of the conscription scheme that has 
been drafted by the propagandists 
who have been going around Fleet 
Street and conferring with leading 
politicians. 


“It is estimated that a scheme of 
labour camps on Nazi lines can be 
introduced to take between 300,000 
and 400,000 young men a year. 


“They would be... trained in 
camps in the country during the 
summer... The training would con- 
sist of physical drill, manual work, 
sports with a tight discipline, simple 
rations, and a nominal sum of pay... 
The scheme would especially apply to 
the young unemployed.” 


Last Week 


an “Evening Standard” cor- 
respondent wrote : 


“¥ understand that the Government 
are considering a ‘no drill, no dole’ 
ultimatum to the younger unem- 
ployed men. The ‘drill’ is not to be 
military, but is physical training as 
well as instruction.” 


See A Pacifist Commentary, 
page 12. 


PACIFISTS 
AND THE 
UNEMPLOYED 


MAY pacifists desirous of relating their 

pacifism to present-day social prob- 
lems, are turning their attention to the 
question of unemployment. 

A number of them are associated actively 
with a campaign which it is planned to 
carry throughout the country. Started by 
the Rev. William Dick, of Trinity Hall, 
Poplar, and the Rev. Phyllis Webber, the 
Poplar and Stepney Association Against 
Unemployment already has the support of 
most local organizations and of influential 
people in other parts of London. 


THE IMMEDIATE TASK 


Among the signatories of a widely distri- 
buted statement drawing attention to “the 
immediate task of rescuing a large propor- 
tion of our fellow citizens from the mental 
and physical degradation into which con- 
tinued lack of employment is forcing 
them” are 

Mr. C. R. Attlee, MP. Mr. George Lansbury. 

MP, Dr. Alfred Salter, MP, Canon Stuart 

Morris, Dr. Donald O. Soper, Miss Vera 

Brittain, Miss Storm Jameson, Dr. Sidney M. 

Berry (Secretary of the Congregational Union 

of England and Wales), the Bishop of Stepney, 

the Mayors of Poplar and Stepney, the Rev. 

St. John B. Groser, Dr. A. E. Garvie, Dr. 

Somerville Hastings. the Rev. P. T. R. Kirk, and 

Miss Sybil Thorndike. 

The statement concludes: 

While they work for the return of prosperity. 
it is imperative that the Government should put 
into operation urgent schemes of public work to 
create employment at trade union rates, and 
shoulda increase the amounts of relief, for any 
whom tunese schemes do not help, to a figure 
which will enable the scourge of malnutrition to 
be removed. 

We therefore appeal to men of good will to 
stir up public opinion throughout the country, 
among both employed and unemployed, in sup- 
port of such demands. These can be voiced 
through existing organizations and through 
special bodies such as the Poplar and Stepney 
Association against Unemployment (Trinity 

(Continued on page 7) 
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THE WEEK IN PARLIAMENT : 


Nightmare of “Bloodless” War 
The Danger of Last-Minute Tacties 


RE we in a nightmare: or are we 
really awake? Has Armageddon 
commenced: or are these still the 


days of peace? 

The discussions last week abcut financing 
the “defence ” schemes seemed more un- 
real than usual. In one year, we raise our 
expenditure upon arms and precautions 
from £406 millions to £580 millions. MPs 
who. have spent a political lifetime in 
emphasizing that the nation should pay its 
way as it goes, treat the whole thing as a 
mere phantasm that will pass when our-bad 
dreams are ended. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer is so 
little impressed with this situation that he 
actually proposes to the House that we 
should meet the mighty expenditure by 
asking the people to pay less rather than 
more. From. current taxation we are to 
raise £230 million instead of £274 million, 
as last year. 

And all of this, said the Chancellor in a 
Jater announcement, has had a most bene- 
ficent influence upon trade. Apparently, 
all parties in the House are prepared to 
agree with him, most of all the Liberal 
Party, which has forgotten every one of the 
ten thousand speeches its Members have 
made on ‘“Retrenchment and Sound 
Finance.” Fundamental economic princi- 
ple, nearly as firmly established as the Law 
of Gravitation, seems no longer to possess 
any significance in the House of Commons. 


id * ~ 


It looks as if you can spend and spend ; 
and get financially stronger every day, so 
long as the spending is on arms. Sir John 
Simon was quite idyllic about the way we 
were “ passing the buck ” to posterity. He 
made it look as if we were handing on a 
splendid heritage to posterity by making 


them pay more while we pay less. Per-| 


haps it is just as well for our peace of 
mind that posterity must hold its tongue. 

No wise father ever spent his children’s 
patrimony on powder and smoke and then 
took pride in the heritage of debt he left 
them to bear. 

Nothing but war psychosis can explain 
the attitude of mind of the present House 
of Commons. It really does seem that the 
Great War has started. On no other 
assumption is it possible to account for the 
utter financial carelessness of Cabinet and 
Parliament alike. Prodigality was always 
the sturdiest of the children of war. 

Mr. Churchill too says the war, which we 
pacifists have always said would never be 
“declared,” has actually arrived. But he 
calls it the “ Bloodless War.” It is scarcely 
that in Spain, Palestine, and China. Its 
cut-throat character is hardly less evident 
in German concentration camps, Polish 
No-Man’s Land, Russian execution yards, 
and among the suicides of Vienna. 

We are living midst monstrous outrage 
and it is scarcely to be wondered at that 
the House of Commons acts as though in 
a nightmare. 


Premier’s Attitude 


Bur the need for increased activity by 

men and women of good will is in- 
creased, not diminished by the present 
situation. A breath of reality midst all the 
phantasms brings relief and promises 
deliverance. 

For this season, it was good to note that 
Mr. Shinwell took a hand the other day in 
supporting the demand that Mr. Lansbury 
has voiced for so long. When, he asked, 
are you going to make a beginning with 
efforts to get a World Canference together? 

The Prime Minister's reply was most un- 
satisfactory. If Mr. Attlee could only be 
persuaded to believe it, the Government 
has earned censure to a much higher degree 
on this issue than in anything it has done 
or not done about Spain. 

The situation in Spain has been very 
terrible. It has become more frightful be- 
cause Government and Opposition alike 
have waited till the very last minute ; and 
peace thus comes, if at all, not as the re- 
sult of negotiation and the wise word said 
in due season, but of naked cruel force, 
triumphant and uncontrolled. Even such 
a peace is better than the continuance of 
the horrible carnage among the helpless. 
Yet it might have lost much of its dreadful 
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Training the Unemployed 


character if only Britain and France had 
shown courage in mediation at a much 
earlier date. 

Let not the same mistake mark our 
actions on the much bigger and funda- 
mental issue of the World Conference. Mr. 
Chamberlain goes on saying that “a con- 
siderable amount of preliminary prepara- 
tion will be necessary” before it can be 
held. He told Mr. Shinwell that even in 
approaching the President of the United 
States about such preparation, he does not 
think the present time is opportune. 

When will Mr. Chamberlain think the 
time opportune? M. Van Zeeland told him 
the time was opportune long since. Yet 
nothing was done. 


» * * 


It must not be assumed, because we ap- 
proved Mr. Chamberlain’s action in 
keeping us out instead of pushing us into 
war at Munich, that we are in any sense 
forgetful of the fact that he waited till the 
eleventh hour, the fifty-ninth minute and 
the fifty-ninth second. He knew what was 
coming long before Munich. It was the 
same with the Anschluss. In that matter, 
the hour struck. Nothing at all had been 
done. Yet there had been years of warning. 

Mr. Chamberlain is behaving in precisely 
the same way with the colonial problem 
and the even larger problem of world 
economic reconstruction. His attitude is 
deplorable, and pacifists ought ‘to say so. 

Could not the group both in the Lords 
and Commons take the initiative in getting 
a Vote of Censure put down on these funda- 
mental isues? It would be so much more 
productive of good than all this Parlia- 
mentary dawdling through censorious de- 
bates about Spain. For the present, at any 


rate, poor Spain must be looked on as a 
chose jugeé. , 

Neither the Liberals nor Labour could 
object to such a course. As for the Govern- 
ment, it has forfeited the right to have any 
view about it. Even Mr. Hugh Dalton 
might prove helpful. He has just pro- 
claimed his belief in the necessity of what 
he calls a Small World Conference at Wash- 
ington. It would not be so very smail. His 
proposal includes the Five Great Powers of 
Europe, the U.S., Poland, China and Japan, 
as well as the Dominions. 


Britain and the Jews 


ME MacDONALD'S announcement about 

the Jew-Arab discussions was not 
encouraging. Here again, things have been 
left to the last minute. The publication of 
the Government’s terms, or what purports 
to be those terms, indicates that the Govern- 
ment has throughout concerned itself about 
British capitalist investments, pipe-lines 
and defence systems. The Jewish claim 
has always been a secondary matter with 
Downing Street. 

This is precisely what the Arabs have 
always said. They are moved as much by 
their hatred of British imperialism as by 
their antipathy to the Jews. 

Tt is a situation which puts the Jews at 
the maximum disadvantage. They get the 
worst of both worlds. They are probably 
now making their worst tactical mistake 
by clinging to the Balfour Note as though 
it belonged to the Law of the Medes and 
the Persians. It did not. It was one of 
the evil fruits of victory after the Great 
War. The Jews will find these are the 
fruits of the Dead Sea. 

Those who really concern themselves 
about a greater opportunity for extended 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


That Luncheon 


at the Ritz 


A New Women’s Journal 


The Open Road 


E famous Ritz lunen given by some 

pacifists to an equal number of un- 
employed men and of refugees has not, of 
course, escaped severe criticism. If the 
demonstrations of the unemployed men 
themselves in past weeks had aroused some 
ire (in spite of a good deal of sympathy 
and genuine appreciation of the non-violent 
methods used, for the most part); the paci- 
fists must have expected to arouse at least 
as much. 

But when criticism comes from fellow 
pacifists it becomes more serious, since 
there can be no question of its being due 
to any prejudice. It is the more serious 
because the criticism—at any rate such as 
I have heard—has been on the same lines 
as that made by people who might not be 
expected to understand what was in the 
minds of those who gave the lunch—or, for 
that matter, what has been the idea of the 
previous demonstrators. 


* 


The criticism—that the money spent at 
the Ritz could have adequately fed more 
people at a cheaper restaurant—indicates a 
complete misunderstanding. of the affair. 
So far, from its being wasteful or mis- 
guided charity, it was not charity at all. 
As a statement issued to the press after the 
lunch put it: , 

Whatever call there may be on individual 
generosity, both problems [unemployment and 
refugees] are beyond the scope of private 
philanthropy. They were never a matter of 
charity but of justice, and they can only be 
solved by governmental or inter-governmental 
action. 

The friendship around the table in the 
heart of London becomes symbolic of the 
action which the situation demands. Let 
there be a recognition of the real brotherhood 
of man in international and domestic action, 


Among the MP’s who stood up against the 
Government motion increasing to £800,000,000 
the amount to be borrowed for “defence” was 
Mr. McGhee—whose name was wrongly given 
in this feature last week as Mr. McShee. 


expressed through a coming together of 
nations, races, and classes to end the mad 
expenditure of resources on destruction and 
the unequal division of the means of liveli- 
hood, by making available to all men accord- 
ing to their need the resources which are in 
point of fact sufficient, turning our attention 
to the raising of the standard of living, and 
putting all our energies into international 
service for peace. 


In other words, the lunch was never in- 
tended to be part of the solution of a 
problem, but a gesture to demonstrate the 
significance and urgency of two problems. 
On the other hand, of course, if in fact, it 
failed to do that, it was clearly open to 
criticism on that score. 


The Guildswomen 


WAS most surprised to receive, the other 
day, a copy of The Guildswoman, the 
monthly magazine of the Women’s Co- 
operative Guild. I was surprised because 
I had supposed that so live a body must 
have &“ long-established and flourishing 
paper. 

But the guild has more than made up 
for the time lost in appearing regularly in 
print by assuring a circulation of at least 
25,000 for this, the very first, issue! 
Throughout January orders came in at the 
rate of about a thousand a day. When it 
appeared in the middle of February it was 
sold out immediately, of course, and then, 
when they had actually seen the paper, 
15,000 more guildswomen sent in orders! 
Not surprising, considering its high 
standard. 

If I point out that this is achieved with 
a guild membership of only 83,000, whereas 
Peace News has a lower circulation despite 
a Peace Pledge Union membership of 
123,000, I do so only to encourage pacifists 
to look to their laurels, not in any spirit of 
condemnation or bitterness. For as a 
matter of fact the positions are not really 
comparable. 

This for a number of reasons, but chiefly 
because of a radical difference in organiza- 
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settlement of the Jews must wait for some 
years in which the processes of appease- 
ment and common effort will make Pales- 
tine again a favourable place for a Jewish 
home. The home will be more firmly 
founded through reliance on the Jewish 
faith than on the power of the British 
Empire. 


sa Voluntary ” Service 


"THESE notes left for the Printers before 

the debate on Sir John Anderson's de- 
partment took place. Sir John, however, 
indulged in a preliminary canter at Cardiff, 
where he indignantly repudiated the charge 
that there could be any thought of con- 
scription (compulsion, he called it) in the 
Government’s scheme for a National 
Register. 

There were similar angry denials when 
the National Register was imposed in 1915. 
So the British public knows more about the 
matter now than Sir John gives them credit 
for. 

In any case, the Prime Minister was 
hardly wise to have selected this moment 
for his hint to the unemployed. If you 
don't go to the training camps voluntarily, 
there. will be means of making you go. 
This is what he told the unemployed at 
Blackburn, not in quite thos: words. But 
the meaning was clear. 

Some of the “ Independent ” Liberals are 
not to be out-done by the Prime Minister 
in this matter. Sir Arthur Salter added his 
support the other day to the idea of putting 
the screw on the able-bodied unemployed. 

This is in great contrast to the attitude 
of the few Independent Liberals in 1915, 
who, along with the small band of the ILP 
in Parliament, made themselves the head 
and front of the opposition to conscription. 


“Peace News ” Offices, 
3, Blackstock Road, 
London,- N.4 


tion and in purpose between the two bodies 
concerned—and between the two papers. 
There might well be a case, however, for 
the PPU to study the methods of the WCG 
and learn (if the difference of aim does not 
make it impossible) the secret of its 
effectiveness. 


For Motor-cyclists and Cyclists 
SOUTHPORT rzader has found in his 
interest in motor-cycling, a means to 

the end of international friendship. When 
he wrote to Das Motorrad, a German 
periodical concerned with- motor-cycling, 
seeking a young German motor-cyclist who 
would be willing to keep up a correspond- 
ence friendship, he had 23 replies in the 
space of one week. 

Though he cannot hope to keep going a 
regular correspondence with more than 
five, he replied to them all, promising to 
try to find correspondents for most of them. 
These men are keen for friendly corres- 
pondence with English motor-cyclists. They 
can all read English, but most of them 
have written in Germar. 

Are there any readers who are motor- 
cyclists, with a knowledge of German or 
able to obtain translations, and who would 
like to take up such correspondence? If 
so, they should communicate with Mr. W. 
JouN GRaYER, 30, Grantham Road, South- 
port. 


* 


The open road is also calling three young 
readers of Peace News. They are planning 
a pacifist “ crusade” on bicycles, to last for 
about a week, during their Easter holidays. 

“ We have had no previous experience of 
public speaking,” they tell me, “but feel 
that the urgency of the situation admits no 
indecision and would therefore welcome 
further partners to the enterprise.” 

Anyone interested should write to H. J. 
H. Evans, 108 Vivian Road, Birmingham, 
17. His companions are ANTHONY E. BaRKER 
and MarGaRET NEWTON. 
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PEACE NEWS 


ONE NATION KEEPS OUT OF 
THE ARMS RACE Peace School 


Norway Spends Only £1 Per Head 
On Her Armed Forces 


squandering an ever-increasing proportion of its wealth on 


A T least one nation in Europe is refusing to be stampeded into 


armaments. 


The following dispatch from our Oslo corre- 


spondent shows that Norway, while not disarming, is at any rate 
planning to spend no more during the coming year than in 1938-39. 


From Our Own Correspondent, 
EIVIND ERICHSEN 
OSLO. 


"THE LABOUR Government recently pre- 

sented to Parliament the Budget for 
1939-40. Conservative members were to the 
fore in criticism, chiefly on the ground that 
the Government did not intend to increase 
armaments. Their proposal, however, was 
turned down by 103 votes to 36. - 

Consequently the expenditure on arma- 
ments will probably not be larger in 1939-40 
than last year—that is, some £2,900,000, or 
about £1 per head. (I believe that Sweden 
last year spent about twice and England 
more than 7 times as much per head.) 

A Liberal proposal for the Government 
to call in other parties if necessary to dis- 
cuss “defence” problems was carried by 
88 votes to 51. 


DOWNWARD TREND REVERSED 


Norway's expenditure on arms had a 
downward trend after the War until three 
years ago. All the time the Labour Party 
had wanted the expenditure to be still 
lower, whereas the Conservative Party 
wanted it increased. The Liberal Party 
stood between these two, and as this party 
formed the Government most of the time 
its policy usually prevailed. 

Since 1935 the Labour Party has been in 
office even if it has not had a majority in 
Parliament. In 1936 the new Labour 
Government agreed to increase arms ex- 
penditure and since then it has gone 
further up and reached the _ present 
£2,900,000. There were probably two chief 
reasons for this policy: 1. The tense 
situation in Europe, and 2. The Govern- 
ment’s desire to stay in office to be able 
to put through several important social 
reforms. 

Norwegian pacifists were greatly disap- 
pointed when the Labour Party—in com- 
mon with most European Labour Parties— 
changed its policy. This year’s budget, 
however, shows that the new Labour policy 
will probably not go very far. The same 
seems to be the case with the Liberal Party, 
and as the two parties have a majority in 


Democracy 
Defined 


HE following definition of demo- 
cracy was made by M. Stauning, 
Danish Premier, to a Nazi who had 
asked him what could be found in 
social-democracy that could not be 
provided by National Socialism: 
“When I go home at night I like to 
buy my own choice of an evening 
paper and to read what I want. I like 
to turn on the radio and listen to what 
I want to hear, and. when I go to 
church, I like to attend the particular 
form of service which appeals to me. 
“But if you want to know what I 
really prize in democracy, it’s this: 
When I'm wakened up by a tumbril 
rattle in the streets in the early hours 
of the morning, I know it's only the 
milkman.” 


in the 
Argentine 


A PEACE school has been started by the 
; Instituto Biosophico at Buenos Aires, 
Argentine. At present 180 children, rang- 
ing in age from five to fourteen years, are 
attending. 

The curriculum includes the teaching of 
peace history, humane geography (the 
description of man on the planet, regard- 
ing humanity as one family), and neo- 
pacifist ethics (training in the practice of 
character qualities and peace relation- 
ships). 

The director of the school, Antonio 
Critiani, says that a fine spirit of coopera- 
tion is evident among the children. 


Warning from Foreign Secretary 


of 1914 


The warning by the late Viscount Grey 
that “Great armaments lead inevitably to 
war ”—quoted by Mr. Chamberlain during 
the defence loans debate in Parliament and 
in the Editor’s Point of View in Peace 
News last week—has been published as a 
leaflet. 

In 1914 Sir Edward Grey (as he was 
then) was Foreign Secretary. 

The leaflet has been published by the 
Peace Pledge Union and consists of an 
extract from Viscount Grey's book, 
Twenty-Five Years. 


Official Admits Power of 


Non-Violence in India 


HE only political association in the 
Indian State of Jaipur has been virtu- 
ally declared illegal because it pleaded for 
responsible government. and the British 
Prime Minister of the State has refused to 
allow an admittedly peaceful Indian to 
enter the State to supervise the relief of 
famine. The Prime Minister, Sir Beau- 
champ St. John, has admitted he fears the 
use of non-violence, which, he said. is “as 
powerful, or perhaps more powerful than 
violence.” His reply to non-violence, he 
added, would be the machine-gun. 


These startling facts are revealed in Mr. 
M. K. Gandhi's paper, Harijan, which says 
that the civil disobedience struggle in 


the Parliament there is real hope that! Jaipur will cease when the right of free 


Norway will not be a participant in the 
present mad arms race. 


Americans 
Call For 


Conference 


Support for the idea of a world peace 
conference is growing in America. One of 
the latest developments has been the intro- 
duction into Congress of a resolution re- 
questing the President to invite the nations 
to an “international conference for the 
maintenance of peace.” 

The proposal was introduced by Con- 
gressman Shanley, a member of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, which places 
him in a position to get something done. 

» Similar proposals have been forthcoming 
from another Congressman and a Senator. 
. The Federal Council of Churches has 
been actively supporting. the idea in recent 
weeks. The sentiment behind the pro- 
posals rests on the conviction that basic 
economic problems must be settled or at 
least taken up seriously before there is any 
hope of world peace. 

( Americans are now writing to their Con- 
gressmen asking them what they are going 
to do about Congressman Shanley’s pro- 
posal. 


association, holding public meetings. &c., 
is conceded. The Prime Minister’s state- 
ment was reported to Seth Jamnalalji. who 
was refused admission to Jaipur, by a 
barrister who had discussed the matter 
with Sir Beauchamp. 


“I told Sir Beauchamp,” reported the barrister, 
“that the ban against your entry into Jaipur 
State territories came as a painful surprise to 
millions of people all over India, particularly 
because you are well known to be a man of 
peace and your mission was to supervise and 
direct famine relief activities in the famine 
stricken parts of Jaipur State. 


“To this Sir Beauchamp replied that he agreed 
that you are a man of peace, but you and your 
men's visit. he thought, would bring you and 
your men in contact with the masses in the 
famine-stricken areas, and this he did not like 
for obvious political reasons. 


“I told him that you cannot be expected to 
submit to the order for an indefinite period, and 
that it would be better in the interests of the 
State and the people, in view of the statement 
you have published in the press after you had 
been served with the order, if the order were 
recalled so that unnecessary trouble may be 
avoided. He was adamant, and he said that he 
was prepared to meet any situation that might 
arise if you disobeyed the order. 


NON-VIOLENT REVOLUTION 


“He said that the Congressmen are out for a 
revolution by means of a non-violent struggle 
But non-violence, he said, was a force as power- 
ful or perhaps more powerful than violence. He 
further said Indians were playing upon the 
humane instincts in the English race, but if there 
was Japan or Herr Hitler instead of the Eng- 
lish in India, we could not have succeeded so 
well with our non-violence. 


“He then said that it was his considered 


opinion that non-violence, however strict, must! 


be met by violence, and his reply to the non- 
violent movement in Jaipur would be the 
‘machine-gun.’ I pointed out to him that all 
Englishmen were not of his way of thinking 
and even the English race as such would not 
agree with him. He said, ‘That may or may not 
be so,’ but personally he was of the opinion that 
there was no difference between non-violence 
and violence, and that there would be nothing 
wrong in using violence against non-violence.” 


“ BARBAROUS BEHAVIOUR” 


On receipt of the above account of the 
conversation Mr. Gandhi wrote to Sir 
Beauchamp, who denied its accuracy. He 
refused, however, to give Mr. Gandhi his 
own version of what he had said. 


Seth Jamnalalji, upon whom was placed the 
ban of entry into Jaipur, later attempted to 
enter the State. He was arrested, forcibly car- 
ried into a car by five men and injured in the 
process. 


“This is barbarous behaviour,’ commented Mr. 
Gandhi on hearing of the incident. “ The sacred- 
ness of person. legal procedure and liberty are 
thrown to the winds... But I know that nothing 
will break Jamnalalji’s spirit. Ie will enter 
Jaipur either as a free man or a prisoner.” 


—Pacifist Daily 
Paper in France? 


"THE founding of a new daily news- 

__Ppaper is reported to have been 
decided upon by M. Paul Faure, 
Secretary-general of the Freneh 
Socialist Party and leader of the paci- 
fist minority within the party, 

The step contemplated is the result 
of the split referred to in last week's 
“ Peace News.” The majority in the 
party, led by M. Lécn Blum, former 
Prime Minister, advocates resistance, 
by force of arms if necessary, to the 
claims of totalitarian nations after a 
certain limit of concession is reached, 


International “Clash” 
That Will Promote 
Understanding 


Our of sixty invitations to participate in 

the Olympic Games in Finland next 
year, acceptances have so far been received 
from: Great Britain, Denmark. Norway, 
Italy, Rumania, Switzerland. Yugoslavia. 
Belgium. Costa Rica, Sweden, Palestine, 
Greece, Portugal, Holland, Liechtenstein, 
Luxembourg, Czecho-Slovakia, Germany. 
and India. , 

In a message to the athletes of the world 
the Finnish Minister of the Interior, who is 
also President of the Finnish Olympic Com- 
mittee, declares:. 


“Our desire is to make of the Games, which 
we have coveted so long and so eagerly, a mect- 
ting of une pick of the youth of all nations. ... 
Sport has brought us closer to each other and 
developed that spirit of fellowship which comes 
from the frank and open rivalry of sportsmen 
doing their best and striving to surpass them- 
selves.” 


Esperanto in English 
Schools 


At a special meeting recently held at 
University College, London, members of 
the teaching profession decided to form a 
Teachers’ Esperanto Association. 


The new organization will cooperate with 
other Esperanto bodies in this country and 
the International Esperanto Teachers’ 
Association. The chief aim will be the 
introduction of the International language 


into the schools of this country, where such 
teaching of Esperanto is on the increase. 


From £15 to £50 an Acre 


Land which may be required for the proposed 
evacuation camps, camp schools and holiday 
camps is rocketing in price. A suggestion that 
a piece of agricultural land might be chosen for 
a camp site was sufficient to send its value up 
from £15 to £50 an acre. 


This was revealed last week by a member of 
| the Camps Sub-Committee of the Council for 
ithe Preservation of Rural England. The Com- 
;Mmittee has issued a report in which the Govern- 
ment is urged to control the distribution, pur- 
chase and development of all camp sites through- 
out the country. to ensure that they are used to 
; best purpose without inflation of land values. 


4/. 


AND APPEASEMENT 


You need no umbrella to inaugurate 
peaceful prosperity for your savings. 


money and the St. Pancras Building Society stand 
together and form a solid axis (or shall we say 
Entente Cordiale?) against which the forces of 


financial worry and depreciation will b 
Seriously, the St. Pancras Building S$ 
provide for many the end of their 


" Guide for Investors." 


worries. Write to-day for a copy of the Society's 


an era of 
You, your 


e powerless. 
octety does 
investment 


Managing Director: E. W. BALES 


ST. PANCRAS BUILDING SOCIETY 


ST. PANCRAS HOUSE, PARKWAY, N.W.1 


The Way 


T R. GLOVER’S letter (February 24) on 

* the best way to peace hits the nail on 
the head more accurately than any other 
method can: active consideration in the 
economic field of Germany’s, Italy’s, and 
Japan’s complaints. I sincerely hope that 
Peace News, whatever the inevitable mis- 
representation, will put this factual conten- 
tion first and foremost all the time. 

The:> “have-not” nations’ forms of gov- 
ernment, having arisen largely because of 
the undisputed fact that England, France, 
and the USA are actually the possessors of 
nearly all the economically rich parts of the 
world, will, by force of harsh realities, con- 
tizue, until some redistribution of colonial 
territories is made. And, surely, as that 
must come, if world suicide it to be avoided, 
it is better far that the “ have-nots’” claims 
be granted, as a rough measure of imperial- 
ist justice. All else is begging the question. 
There are objections that can be raised to 
this, as to every course; but none so true 
and terrible as the supreme catastrophe 
threatening the world, if these economic 
claims are not soon admitted. 

Please keep this fundamental question to 
the forefront in our paper. Get this on the 
way to peaceful settlement, first—and then 
all other problems endangering peace will 


become immeasurably easier of solution. 


H. FIELD. 
60 Reservoir Road, Gloucester. 


A Valuable Pamphlet 


I read with great intérest Mr. Glover’s tribute 
to Clive Bell’s Warmongers as I was particularly 
struck by that pamphlet myself. 

Clive Bell expresses the feelings of a large 
body of people in this country, with much elo- 
quence and in very few cases do you find such 
frankness, clarity and sincerity. 


{ fully agree with Mr. Glover that the fullest 
possible use should be made of this pamphlet 
in all our propaganda campaigns. 


P. C. OSMOND. 
29 Leinster Avenue, East Sheen, S.W.14. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


to Peace 


Workers in Ceylon 


N this town the Labour Party is get- 
ting busy with meetings in prepar- 
ation for a general election. 

Several of us have, after attending 
meetings, written to the candidate 
pointing out that the militaristic attitude 
of Labour, and its whole-hearted support 
of rearmament and national service, will 
prevent us from voting for the Labour 
candidate, much to our regret. We have 
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written independently and stressed the 
point of our belief in a world confer- 
ence. 


If dozens of us in each town would 
write thus to the Labour candidate [ 
am convinced Labour headquarters 
would soon hear about it and might 
possibly think things over. 


HAROLD J. WHEATE, = 
56, Blenheim Crescent, Leigh-on-Sea. = 
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The Social System 


Your correspondent, Mr. Arthur H. 

Weller (February 24) criticizes the 
plea made by Mr. R. J. Scrutton in your 
issue of February 17 for a judicial examin- 
ation of the present social system on the 
grounds that such is: 

(a) “an effective device for doing 

nothing,” and 

(b) superfluous in view of the fact that 

an inquiry has already been made and 

submitted in Progress and Poverty by 

Henry George. 

No doubt official inquiries are often an 
excuse for delay, but the case is quite dif- 
ferent when the inquiry is set up in reply 
to an irresistible public demand for im- 
mediate action. 

Such a demand would not tolerate delay 
in conducting an inquiry, nor would it per- 
mit the report, when ready, to be pigeon- 
holed. Moreover, the government would 
be compelled, by the force of public 
opinion, to take action without waste of 
time. 

Conditions of life have undergone con- 
siderable changes since Henry George 
wrote his book and a fresh inquiry is long 
overdue. But the point to he noted is that 
although, as your correspondent states, 
3,000,000 copies of Progress and I’:verty 
may have been sold, the remedies sug- 
gested by the author have not proved 
acceptable to the public at large. 

Quite manifestly, then, an acceptable 


Communal Living 


With reference to Mr. R. T. Brooks’ letter 
concerning cammunal living, I agree that 
in addition to paying regard to the econo- 
mic aspect a social spirit should be culti- 
vated. However, this should not necessarily 
involve any large expense; in fact, it can 
even be to a certain degree remunerative 
if carried out in the following manner: 

Instead of spending leisure hours at the 
cinema or around the wireless (whereby usually 
very little attention Is paid to the latter and 
each person is isolated from the other by a book 
or newspaper he or she is “lost” in), members 
of a community should meet for the cultivation 
of arts and crafts such as music, the studying 


_ of a good book, needlework, carpentry, metal- 


work, weaving, &c. Any money set aside for 
the social training of a community should be 
invested in musical instruments (violin, flute, 
&c.), good books (if these are not obtainable 
from libraries), and tools and materials for 
handicrafts. 

Music or reading can also be very pleasantly 
combined with “noiseless” handicrafts if one 
(or several’ of the group plays an instrument 
or reads aloud while the others are using their 
hands. The simultaneous occupation of limbs 
and ear sharpens the attention and makes con- 
centration easier. It may then well happen 
that at some particular moment the listeners 
are so held by the music or the story that they 
spontaneously cease work, and this is when 
unity among the members of the group will 
have reached its highest point. 

Community singing also goes well with handi- 
crafts, but songs should be sung by heart and 
not from books, as an exercise in concentration. 
Our age is in sore need of learning to con- 
centrate, to gather in cosmic forces rather than 
to waste energy on diversion. 

Eurhythmy, swimming, hiking are all activities 
which can be carried out in common. In th 
summer, of course, city workers will also find 
gardening a useful and pleasant recreation 

the letters we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 


T is literally impossible to publish all 


whereby the contact with nature and the breath- 
ing of fresh air will help to make them sus- 
ceptible to the forces of the cosmes. 
SYLVIA KLEMM. 
“ Woodside,” Danesbury Park, Welwyn, Herts. 


N. H. Borrough (Peace News, February 
24), says he would like to see more con- 
sideration of communities for industrial 
workers. 


In building up a new society we musi first 
secure the essentials of life—food and shel- 
ter. We must therefore start out on the 
land and develop crafts and industries from 
that basis. At the same time, as R. T. 
Brooks stresses, those in community must 
learn to cooperate with each other. They 
must practise the principles of love and 
brotherhood on a small scale, before 
advancing to a more complicated organiza- 
tion. Otherwise either inefficiency or in- 
dustrial dictatorship may arise. 

It is necessary for us to accept less com- 
fort and leisure than we have been used 
to because that comfort may represent the 
exploitation of our own workers, or, to a 
far greater extent, that of black labour. 
(We cannot consider an Englishman earn- 
ing £100 a year “poor” compared with, 
say, a Jamaican native earning 1s. 3d. a 
day). 


If we can accept a standard nearer to the 
average world standard of life we may save 
a surplus, part of which can be used to build 
up a new system. Money which passed into 
community becomes permanently part of 
a new society. The group may fail, but 
something will have been learnt. 

Communal living is a natural develop- 
ment springing from individual convic- 
tions, and the torch is always being handed 
to fresh groups who continue the great 
experiment of anticipating a future order. 


GEOFFREY WATSON. 
Elmsett Community, Ipswich 


solution of this vital problem has still to 
be sought—and found. 
(Mrs.) E. AGNES R. HAIGH. 
St. James’ House, 
Kensington Square, London, W.8. 


ME: ERNEST BROWN, when replying to 
Mr. Greenwood during the debate in 
the House of Commons on unemployment, 
indicated that the “standing army” of un- 
employed has tended to decrease, and he 
gave figures supporting this assertion. 

Apparently one has to be unemployed twelve 
months or more to become “eligible” for this 
standing army, but what I would like to know 
is, of the 1,436,000 whom he said had been un- 
employed for less than six weeks, how many of 
these have had six or even three months’ em- 
ployment during the past year? Mr. Brown 
says that his figures are based on the position at 
a given date, but in order to obtain a true picture 
of the position, what the public should be told 
is the total number of days or weeks that this 
large floating mass of unemployed have been 
employed over a given period (six months or a 
year), and not that on a certain date 1,400,000 of 
a total of 2,000,000 had been unemployed for 
Yess than six weeks. 

Another interesting point which arose was that 
Mr. Brown said that, as a result of constructive 
work on the part of the Government from 1935 
to December, 1938, 109,426 men had been ad- 
mitted for training at Government training 
centres, an average of not quite 8,500 per annum. 
There were sixteen such training centres and 
8,739 training places, of which 4,000 were re- 
served for soldiers leaving the army. On average, 
slightly over 500 men were admitted to each 
centre per annum. 

Taking the proportion of those using the 
centres, to the number of unemployed who 
could, and should, be using such centres, I for 
one am not particularly thrilled at the Govern- 
ment’s progress, when it is considered that the 
idea originated thirteen years ago. 

I wonder also if the public have any idea of 
the conditions and pay of the unemployed who 
use these centres. I have heard the conditions 
described as inhuman, and worse than prisons. 

With regard to getting befter conditions of the 
mass of the unemployed, Mr. Brown said that 
the surest way was by getting better conditions 
abroad. 

It is utterly impossible for the Government to 
give any worth-while or lasting assistance to the 
unemployed while it pursues its present policy 
of arms and ARP work. One of two things must 
inevitably happen; either the country will eventu- 
ally be beggared by its present policy, with the un- 
employed total steadily mountirg; or war will 
come, thus obliterating employed and unem- 
Ployed alike. - 

A foreign policy of good will and social 
justice for the peoples of the world, in- 
stead of “appeasement,” coupled with the 
inevitable disarmament such a policy must 
bring, is the only hope for curing the prob- 
lem, not only for the unemployed here, but 
all those other refugees ‘of the present 
economic dictatorship, such as casual 
labour here, and sweated labour and war 
refugees abroad. 

WILLIAM G. MILLMAN. 
Secretary, Poplar and Stepney 
Association Against Unempoyment. 
Trinity Hall, Augusta Strect, Poplar, E.14. 
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Condition of the 


ALTHOUGH I have seen some very 

damning extracts from Government 
Reports, I cannot check the accuracy of all 
Amy Moore’s statements regarding labour 
conditions in Ceylon. For this very reason 
I find Mr. Cardew’'s reply to her bewilder- 
ing. Amy Moore made many specific 
charges. For example, she asks whether 
there are “any progressive plantation- 
owners in Ceylon” who have extended cer- 
tain elementary rights to their workers. It 


= would have been useful if Mr. Cardew had 


said yes, he had done so himself. 


The argument that Indians would not 
come to work in Ceylon if conditions were 
really so bad is only valid if (a) conditions 
in Southern India are better (which they 
are not); and (b) Indians who come to work 
in Ceylon are aware of the conditions of 
employment there, which is more than 
doubtful. No doubt native-owned planta- 
tions are no better—perhaps worse—than 
those owned by Europeans. But Mr. 
Cardew, as a Christian pacifist and socialist, 
must realize that this is not what matters. 
“T’m not so bad as the other fellow” is no 
justification. What matters is the fact of 
exploitation by masters of any race or 
colour and the system (imperialism in this 
case) which maintains the right to exploit. 

Mr. Cardew's exceptional knowledge and 
opportunities might now be employed to keep 
us informed regarding the operation of imperial- 
ism in Ceylon. 

For example, there is a mistaken belief here 
that, under its new constitution, Ceylon is “ self- 
governing.” Little is known of the limitations 
of the constitution, of the increase in the powers 
of the Governor last year, or of the project to 
increase those powers and those of the bureau- 
cracy still further, so as to cancel almost com- 
pletely the powers of the elected Council Your 
correspondent’s views on this subject would be 
even more helpful than his defence of the 
European planters. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS. 
53 Cleveland Square, London, W.2. 


Catholics and War 


With reference to Mr. J. W. Poynter’s 
letter in your issue of February 17, the 
interpretation to be placed on the teaching 
of Catholic theologians concerning war is 
a matter for the individual conscience, for 
“all that is not of faith is sin” (Rom. XIV, 
23). As Mr. Poynter remarks, our princi- 
ples are logical conclusions from the teach- 
ing of the Church; if people other than 
(Roman) Catholics are in agreement with 
them we are grateful for the support they 
give us, and to this extent Pax is an 
undenominational group ; we do not partici- 
pate in undenominational activities regard- 
ing matters of faith and morals. 


We have no record whether a member 
of Pax is or is not a Catholic, but as it was 
initiated by a group of Catholics it is but 
natural that the committee should have 
remained predominantly Catholic. 


I will not trespass further upon your 
space with details of our organization. Our 
principles are the important matter:— 

Under present conditions warfare involves 
moral and physical evils so great as to exceed 
any possible legitimate gain to either side; there- 
fore such warfare is morally unjustifiable. 

Those who are convinced of the truth of this 
have the right and duty to abstain from partici- 
pation in any warlike activity. 

J. N. BURFOOT, 
Hon. Secretary, “ PAX.” 

Greenlands, Harrow Lane, Maidenhead. 


Plan for an “Emergency” 


There seems to me to be two complementary 
sides to pacifism: on the one hand the renuncia- 
tion of war and the building up of a war-less 
society, and on the other hand the perfection of 
a new technique for dealing with extreme dis- 
putes which arise during that building. It is 
with the latter—non-violent resistance—that I 
am immediately concerned. 

If a state of national emergency were declared 
tomorrow most of our preaching would be 
silenced, and our practical opposition would be 
limited to spontaneous, uncoordinated, isolated 
little protests here and there. A more effective 
witness for non-violent resistance would be to 
have available a body of 1,000 men and women, 
tried and trained in this technique, to act in a 
coordinated pacifist manner outside the House 


or No. 10 within a couple of hours of the decree. 

I would therefore suggest for the consideration 
of readers of Peace News the formation of a 
“First-Line Corps” of picked non-violent 
resisters. It must be composed of 100 percent- 
ers, or persons who’ bet their bottom dollar on 
pacifism, and who have the minimum of home 
ties, &c. The formation of other supporting 
bodies would come later. Training and other 
details will work themselves out if there is the 
will among us to tackle this question. 

Having heard and spoken so much about non- 
violent resistance and having seen or done so 
little of it in practice I think it is time something 


was done about it. 
GEORGE WM. DOLBEY. 
13 Casimir Road, Upper Clapton, E.5, 
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Towards a New World 
Conference 


PETITION 
CAMPAIGN ENDS 
TOMORROW 


"TOMORROW is the closing day of the 
National Petition for a New Peace 
Conference, which has been organized by 
the National Peace Council with the sup- 
port of the Peace Pledge Union and many 
other national organizations. A special 
campaign will be carried out in the West 
End of London tomorrow (see below). 

A recent estimate gave six or seven 
hundred thousand as the number of people 
likely to have signed the Petition by the 
closing date, but an intensive campaign 
during the past few weeks may have 
brought the final number up to the million 
aimed at by the organizers. 

Local organizers are urged to do their 
utmost in the final weekend to increase 
the number of their signatories, and to 
collect and count forms under their super- 
vision and send them to the National 
Peace Council as soon as possible. 

To mark the closing of the Petition there 
will be a rally in Queen’s Hall, London, at 
7.45 p.m., on March 18, when Mr. George 
Lansbury, MP, will be among the speakers. 
It is hoped that all areas where support 
for the Petition has been mobilized will 
send at least one representative to the 
rally, and that many districts will send a 
substantial contingent. Particulars are 
obtainable from the National Peace Coun- 
cil, 39 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. 

The Petition has been described as not 
an end in itself, but the beginning of a 
movement to mobilize and make effective 
public support for a constructive peace 
policy. The Prime Minister is expected to 
receive a deputation with the Petition on 
March 20, and a special emissary will also 
seek an interview with President Roose- 
velt early next month. 

It is hoped that deputations to MPs will 
be arranged in at least 300 constituencies— 
the greatest number .in the period March 
18 to April 22. 


1,200 SIGN IN WEST END 

The campaign arranged in the West End 
of London last Saturday was marred by the 
weather. It had been decided, at 6.15p.m, 
to postpone the campaign for a week, 
owing to continuous rain during the after- 
noon and evening. 

As many volunteers had arrived at PPU 
headquarters, however, an attempt was 
made to carry out the plan as far as 
possible. By 7p.m. at each of twelve 
points in the West End there were two or 
three volunteers collecting signatures. 

Despite slight rain throughout the even- 
ing, 1.200 signatures had been collected by 
midnight and the Petition had been well 
advertised. 

A large number of signatures were 
obtained by two volunteers from theatre 
queues. and this method is to be exploited 
more fully in another Petition “drive” 
tomorrow (Saturday). Volunteers should 
meet at the PPU office at 96 Regent Street, 
W.1, from 630p.m. onward. They need 
not forward their names beforehand. It 
should be noted that the “drive” is being 
organized from 96 Regent Street and not 
from the new office in Endsleigh Street. 
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Pacifists and the Political 
Outlook 


OPEN MEETING 


FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON RD., N.W.1 
WEDNESDAY, MAR. 15th, at 8 p.m. 


Speakers : Rev. H. INGLI JAMES. 
Mr. W. L. WILLIAMS. 


PEACE NEWS 


Future Organization 


of the 


P.P.U. 


Sponsors’ Proposals will be 


Discussed 


at A.G.M. 


Three schemes for the future organization of the Peace Pledge 
Union are embodied in a memorandum, approved by the Sponsors, 
which has been circulated by Canon Stuart Morris to group leaders 


and others. 


Groups are urged to discuss the proposals, which will form the 
basis of the discussion on organization at the Annual General 


Meeting on April 15-16. 
THE memorandum is as follows:— 


The difficulty as to the best form of constitu- 
tion and organization for the PPU is inherent in 
the origin of the union. In the case of the PPU 
it was not a question of certain people starting 
a society with a definite policy and objective 
and asking sympathisers to join. 

The PPU grows out of Dick Sheppard’s own 
pledge and the association of others with him. 
It is the ditference between having a ready-made 
organization into which people come, and 
gradually creating a fellowship because people 
want to associate together in a common pledge. 
The distinction is vital and if recognized ex- 
plains why many do not want the PPU to become 
a mere organization with an elaborate constitu- 
tion, hampering rules and a test of orthodoxy. 

Another difficulty arises out of the fact that 
the PPU is a movement of conscience based on 
an individual pledge. Nothing can therefore 
be demanded of the individual which is.not con- 
tained in the pledge. He need not join a group, 
give a regular subscription or do anything 
except renounce war. 

In point of fact an organization is not needed 
for this purpose, but does become necessary the 
more individuals want to come together for a 
common purpose and to persuade others to their 
point of view. Nevertheless such an organiza- 
tion must of necessity never involve any signa- 
tory in more than the pledge and must preserve 
the rights of individuals who are not members 
of groups. 


An Inner Organization? 


An alternative would be to recognize a clear 
distinction between Peace Pledgers and the 
Peace Pledge Union and to start, as it were, an 
inner organization recruited from the ranks of 
signatories and only open to those who 

(a) accept definite rules governing group and 

other activities; 

(b) pay an annual subscription. 


So long as Dick Sheppard was here he was 
himself the point at which the pledge of each 
individual became personified, and represented 
the essential unity of individual members. The 
Sponsors were chosen by him for the double 
purpose of 

(a) commending pacifism to non-pacifists by 

the authority they could exercise in their 
several spheres; 

(b) ‘advising him on matters relative to the 

pledge. 


His death probably only hastened the question 
as to how far a large movement could be kept 
together in this way. An attempt was made to 
provide a minimum constitution in consultation 
with groups, but the annual meeting took the 
opportunity to pass to the next business on the 
understanding that the Sponsors should be 
elected by those present at the AGM, and have 
power to co-opt so that regions should become 
represented in that way if not by election. 

The Sponsors therefore were no longer to be 
chosen only because of the “ weight” which they 
carried. They became less of an advisory body 
and more of an executive body. Indeed after 
the AGM they had to accept in virtue of their 
election, full executive control over the PPU, its 
policy and its funds. 


Representation For Provinces 


That more provincial members have not been 
co-opted is aue partly to the fact that in very 
few instances responsible area committees have 
been established which could have been asked 
to nominate, and partly to the fact that several 
of the Sponsors do in fact live in the provinces. 
But when Wales and Scotland had formed 
national committees each was given the oppor- 
tunity of sending a representative to attend the 
meetings of Sponsors. 

The question of the future administration of 
the PPU has been discussed on many occasions 
and especially at a weekend conference of 
Sponsors and staff and at the subsequent 
Sponsors’ meeting. The conclusion then reached 
was that in order to help the movement to decide 
what form that administration should take 
certain theories and methods of organization 
should be expressed in definite proposals, which 
are set out below, the order in which they 
appear having no significance:— 

(a) We can continue as at present—that is to 
say that the AGM would elect Sponsors to 
be the executive body of the union with 

power to co-opt so as to ensure that 
different parts of the country were duly 
represented on the central body. 

This plan provides for the democratic 
election of the governing body with a 
measure of indirect representation of 
areas, 

If it was thought advisable provision 
might also be made for the election by 
area committees of a provincial council 
which would be purely advisory, meeting, 
say, once a quarter with the Sponsors or 


as ee A a” 


when called together for any special 
purpose. 

In this case the Sponsors could be the 
éxecutive body and the area representa- 
tives would be the advisory body. 


(b) The opposite of such a scheme would ‘be 
one in which the council was the executive 
bedy and the Sponsors the advisory body. 
This could be secured by creating a council 
consisting partly of members elected at the 
AGM and partly of members elected 
direct by areas (or appointed to represent 
any area in which there is not at present 
a recognized area committee). The 
Sponsors could then either revert to their 
original status as a body to advise on 
policy but without executive powers, or 
could cease as such, though the association 
of prominent men and women with the 
PPU might be maintained by asking them 
to become vice-presidents. Such a council 
by reason of its very composition would 
probably find it difficult to meet more 
often than once a quarter, but could elect 
a smaller executive with full power to act 
subject t> a report to each council meeting. 
The executive might then meet weekly for 
two or three hours and the council meet 
for a weekend every quarter. 


(c) A further method would be for the annual 
meeting to elect yearly one person to be 
leader, leaving him to choose his own body 
of Sponsors but entrusting him with full 
responsibility for the policy of the PPU. 


These three schemes are therefore put before 
groups for consideration as it is hoped that they 
may be the basis of discussion at the AGM and 
that the voting should be taken on them so as to 
decide the main lines along which the union is 
to carry on. Subsequently any resolutions, elec- 
tions, &c., which will be necessary as the result 
of the adoption of (a), (b) or (c) will be taken. 


True Democracy 


May I suggest that it is essential that there 
should be due consideration of the individual 
members of the groups—real confidence in the 
“centre” and a feeling of right relationship with 
the centre. It is vital that the PPU should work 
out the real meaning of democracy rather than 
just be ready to see democracy in terms of a par- 
ticular kind of machinery. 


It is the spirit of the movement which matters 
but the form of organization is also of great 
importance since it must be the best outward 
expression of that spirit. That method should 
therefore be chosen which seems to secure the 
best opportunity for preserving the basis of con- 
science, and the ultimate responsibility of the in- 
dividual, while making possible such minimum 
of organization as may be necessary. 


Once the broad principles of administration 
are fixed it should be comparatively easy to en- 
shrine therein a short constitution expressing the 
simple aim of the PPU and its “ charter "—leav- 
ing more detailed matter of procedure (whether 
Oe ae or committees, &c.), to a few simple 
Tules. 


Summer Holidays 


Particulars of the holiday centres and of 
the tours arranged by the Cooperative 
Holidays Association for this year are given 
in a booklet just published and obtainable 
from the association’s head office, Birch 
Heys, Fallowfield, Manchester 14. 

There are centres in some of the finest 
scenery in the British Isles, Switzerland, 
France, Germany, Norway, Italy, Belgium. 
and Holland. 
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Canon Raven on 


NATIONAL 
SERVICE 


ACIFISTS, or anyone else for that mat- 
ter, were not justified in standing out 
of National Service unless they could claim 
that they had some higher duty to perform, 
said Canon C. E. Raven in an address at 
South Woodford on “ Christian Pacifism.” 
They must be able to say that: “We are 
going-to do, please God, what democracy 
requires us to do, and live the highest and 
fullest that we know.” 

National Service, he said, enveloped 
people in a cloud of hate and fed them upon 
perversion and distortion of truth. It was 
impossible for man of Christian principles 
to pilot a bombing plane, or to treat human 
beings as mere targets for bombs without 
repudiating that relationship which Jesus 
called love. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


In the vast city of London there was great 
opportunity for that higher service of re- 
conciliation. So many nationalities were 
gathered together that there was wide 
scope for the spread of those doctrines of 
fellowship and community which were so 
essentially a part of pacifist policy. 

Canon Raven made a passing reference 
to the splendid examples set by German 
pastors and said that the tasks of the paci- 
fists in this country were simple in 
comparison. 

It was important that we should recover 
the experience of living in organic unity. 

We must convince our fellow men and 
all the world that the meek do inherit the 
earth, and that the teaching of Jesus Christ 
does work, and that there is no other way 
of overcoming evil. Those who held the 
opinion that guns and battleships could 
bring redemption were no less than 
idolaters. 

In the words of G. B. S., “ The world is 
saved, not by its soldiers or by its priests, 
but by God with his Saints.” 


£100 for Peace Essay 


A prize of £100, founded by Lord Cecil 
of Chelwood, is offered yearly for an essay 
on some subject connected with the main- 
tenance of international peace and having 
some bearing on the principles or work of 
the League of Nations. It is open to all 
students of universities or university col- 
leges in Gréat Britain and Northern 
Treland. 

The subject for 1938 was: “It is clearly 
desirable that membership of the League should 
be advantageous to a State, and non-membership 
or resignation involve a sacrifiee. How can this 
end be attained.” The prize-winner was Mr. S. 
A. Barnett, of Oxford Univers:ty. 


—P.P.U. Moves 
This Weekend 


"THE Peace Pledge Union is 

changing its headquarters today 
(Friday) and tomorrow. Owing to 
the necessary packing that will have 
to be done before these dates, the 
following information should be 
noted : 

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT is closed 
to callers until Tuesday (March 7), when 
it will reopen at 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1, 
During this period no order scan be dealt 
with either by post or by callers. 

CORRESPONDENCE: This is bound to 
be delayed, but every attempt will be made 
to deal with all letters as promptly as 
possible. 

96 REGENT STREET: The offices will be 
closed to inquiries on March 3 and 4. 

6 ENDSLEIGH STREET: The new offices 
will open on Monday afternoon, March 6. 
(Telephone: Euston 5501-2-3.) 
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PEACE NEWS 


PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates : Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard:— 

I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 


another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to The Peace 
Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


Marcu 3, 1939. 


The Editor's Point of View 
Chasing a 
Will-o’-the-Wisp 


ONE of the reasons for the continued faith of 
most people in the notion that preparation 
for war is a guarantee for peace is that they 
think only of armed preparation. Indeed, 
many apologists for war preparation even talk 
as if it were merely a matter of arithmetic. 
Because, say, Germany has 3,000 aeroplanes 
and we have 4,000 we are safe (or, more often, 
because we have 2,999 we are unsafe). 


One does not need to go through an elaborate military 
training, but only to think a little, to see the folly, of 
such reckoning. Mr. Eden, who does know something 
about military strategy however, has said: 

You cannot measure the strength of a nation merely in 
terms of material power. Moral strength of a nation is one 
of those imponderables which count equally with arms. Every 


nation which possesses this moral strength, if it refuses to be- 
tray itself, cannot be beaten. 


* 


What, therefore, constitutes “adequate preparation for 
war’? It is obviously a will-o’-the-wisp with which we 
can never hope to catch up, because if only one item in 
defence is an “imponderable” (and there are others), 
it is utterly impossible to compare the strength of one 
country with that of another. If it were possible, if it 
were a case of attaining to a known, more or less fixed, 
position, there might at least be some sense in the 
theory ; and, in fact, it is because that is apparently 
assumed to be the case that so many think it is sensible 
and give their support. 


Nor does past experience suggest to the advocates of 
arms that adequate preparedness for war is an impossi- 
bility. A London newspaper informs us that “ we have 
been ill-prepared for every war in our history "—and has 
the nerve to ask us to try yet again. That may be con- 
sistent enough with a baseless theory that war can be 
prevented by attaining to a given degree of armed 
strength, but it is a betrayal of the people to keep alive 
a faith that can have no substance in reality. 


* 


Sir Samuel Hoare was more honest when he told an 
audience recently that although “our air force is the 
best in the world” and “our navy, the strongest in the 
world, could keep the seas open even against submarine 
or air attack,” nevertheless “ there must be no relaxing 
of effort: we must go on from strength to strength.” 
The explanation of this apparent paradox is no doubt 
that Sir Samuel has no illusions about war preparations. 
He must know, not only that arms are by no means the 
whole story, but that in such forms of preparedness as 
alliances, for example, we are not necessarily in a strong 
position at all. 


* 


Look at Germany. Her capacity for rearmament 
having been described by Herr Hitler (on January 30) 
as having reached “the limit of what is humanly 
possible,” she turns once more to Spain, which she now 
(or perhaps one should say still) regards as “the key 
to the future development of European politics.” And 
while attention has been directed to the danger of Italy’s 
troops in Spain to British and French interests, German 
technicians have continued their quiet penetration into 
the economic life of Spain, in which they already hold 
many important controlling positions. As for General 
Franco’s foreign policy, a Hamburg newspaper has 
declared in so many words that it “may change the 
balance of power sufficiently to offset the greater armed 
strength of Britain.” 


And so one could go on, with gains here, losses there, 
doubtful factors somewhere else. It is sufficient to see 
that the whole business is of the devil. It is a race of 
which the end is certainly not supremacy—since that is 
seen to be impossible—are] must, therefore, be disaster. 
Unless it is ended by the refusal of the peoples who are 
now agreeing to pay the price of it to have any part or 
lot in it. 


Humphrey 8. Moore 
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AND THE 


POGROMS 


By RICHARD GREGG 


Jews at the hands of the Nazis proves that 

non-violence as a method of meeting violent 
oppression is a failure and a fallacy. Such a 
statement is based, I think, on an inadequate 
understanding of what constitutes complete 
non-violence, and is-also logically and psycho- 
logically faulty. 


Sires people say that the experience of the 


In addition to non-violent resistance and voluntary 
suffering of violence that may be inflicted upon one, 
complete non-violence includes respect for the person- 
ality of all people, including one’s opponents or 
oppressors, an active gdod will constantly expressed in 
acts of kindness toward all people within one’s circle 
of contacts, and service to the community. 


Such attitudes and activities do not wait until wrongs 
begin, but are constant, and aim at preventing the 
development of injustices, resentments, feelings of 
inferiority, bitterness, or other kinds of ill-will. Merely 
letting an oppressor trample upon you and your rights 
without protest or moral resistance of any kind, is not 
the same as non-violent refusal to obey the orders of 
unjust officials and voluntarily suffering the conse- 
quences. 


Nor is sporadic non-violent resistance by a very few 
unorganized individuals the same as organized, disci- 
plined, prolonged non-violent resistance by many people 
who have a spirit of active love toward all as above 
described 


Attitude of the Jews 


ASSUMING that the great mass of German 

Jews have been non-violent in the face of 
persecution by the Nazi Government, I do not 
have evidence that a very large number of 
them have for considerable period prior thereto 
been any more respectful of personality, con- 
siderate, kindly, unselfish and loving in their 
daily dealings with German Gentiles than any 
other groups in Germany have been. 


While a great many German Jews are intellectually 
brilliant and very fine in character, and in their pro- 
fessional capacities have rendered great service to Ger- 
many in the past, I do not know that their service has 
been more marked by unselfishness than was the com- 
munity service of German Gentile professional men and 
women. I say this not in adverse criticism of those 
Jews, for I greatly admire their abilities and their con- 
duct, and I, as a Gentile, feel humble and ashamed as 
well as sympathetic and sorry for all that they have 
endured. I am detailing the state of the evidence simply 
in order to be able to make clear the fallacies of the 
statement which we are discussing. 


One other element in my evidence is that I have not 
heard of any non-violent resistance by German Jews to 
Nazi orders. Probably there has been some, but such 
instances have not, apparently, been sufficiently wide- 
spread and persistent to become known outside Germany, 
or else the censorship has suppressed the news of them. 


Nazis’ Response 


| the face of this evidence or lack of evidence, 

and assuming that it represents the true 
state of facts, the failure of the non-violence of 
the Jewish victims to stop Nazi persecutions of 
them does not prove either that 


(a) non-violent resistance by those victims—dis- 
ciplined, thorough, widespread, and prolonged— 
would have failed to stop the persecution or 
would now fail, because its results or lack of 
results is not valid evidence as to what complete 
non-violent resistance might accomplish; nor 
that ee 


(b) non-violent resistance—thorough, disciplined, 
and prolonged—by other people outside Ger- 
many to attacks of physical violence by the Nazi 

| Government upon the countries of these people 
would fail; nor that 


(c) the Nazis would continue their attacks on Jews 
if other governments, voluntarily and in advance 
of any threats or pressure upon them, were to 
remove the various obstacles which prevent 
Germans from having. an equitable share of in- 
ternational trade and equitable access to raw 
materials, thus easing the stimuli to resentment 
and the need for the Nazi Government providing 
political diversion in the form of persecutions in 
Germany. 


In considering the probable results of any proposed 
line of action each person weighs and interprets evidence 
in the light of his assumptions about human nature, 
general and specific; also according to his emotional tone 
at the time. In this particular case the believer in non- 
violence thinks that Nazis are as human and as likely to 
react according to the kind of treatment they receive 
and have received as are members of one’s own family. 


That the Nazi Government reacts and would generally 
react in normal human fashion to markedly kind treat- 
ment is indicated by their conduct toward the Quakers. 
The Nazis, as well as other Germans, remember the de- 
voted work of the Quakers in feeding some two million 
starving German women and children during the nine- 
teen months post-war British naval blockade of Ger- 
many. While there are very few German Quakers, they 
have been less molested by the Nazi Government than 
any other religious group in Germany. Furthermore the 
Quakers have succeeded recently in winning marked 
concessions from the Nazi Government for the evacua- 
tion of Jews from Germany, and no government or other 
organization has yet so succeeded to this extent. 


These two bits of evidence are not proof, but they are 
a basis for reasonable expectation that in other respects 
the Nazis would respond favourably to indisputably 
sincere friendliness. After all, even insane people re- 
spond favourably to gentle kindness. If you think that 
the Germans are at present politically neurotic, it is 
clinically probable that they too would respond favour- 
ably to sincere kindness unmistakably expressed. 


Who are the “Bullies”? 


GF course the former Allied governments and 

their peoples will have to pay for the past 
mistakes they made in relation to Germany, 
and since those mistakes were prolonged and 
pretty grave, the price will no doubt be heavy. 


We have to allow for accumulated resentments. Since 
this is a moral world, we cannot expect, nor should we 
want, to get off scot free. He who seeks equity must do 
equity; and if we seek equity, we must come into court 
with clean hands. 


I incline to think that our indignation over Nazi per- 
secutions of minorities is one reason why we incline to 
believe that the Nazi Government is wholly inhuman 
and insensitive and unable to respond decently to decent 
treatment. 


We call Nazis bullies. If a bully is one who uses the 
power of a superior physique, of superior weapons, of a 
more mature experience, or of a prior acquisition of a 
superior position, to compel unwilling service or suffer- 
ing by a weaker person, and who takes a certain satis- 
faction or pleasure in exercising his advantage and in 
his sense of superiority, then most of the white nations 
have been and still are bullies in relation to the dark- 
skinned races. 


This is so even though the white races say that such 
dominion is for the benefit of the dark skinned, “ back- 
ward” races. (We white people easily forget in relation 
to other races that self-government is more important 
than efficient government.) Several white nations en- 
gaged in such bullying before Germany did, and did it 
on a large scale and set a vivid example of the kind of 
advantages to be acquired by bullying. Our indignation 
at Germany needs tempering by honest self-criticism, a 
little seeing of ourselves as others see us. 


One other point to remember is that not all Germans 
agree with the policy of their Government. 


Cause of Resentment 


@ITIZENS of the former allied countries 

tend to forget the long series of promises 
to Germany violated by allied "governments, 
insults, humiliations, frustrations, severe hard- 
ships, and injuries imposed from 1919 to 1934 
by allied governments upon the Germans, a 
proud, sensitive, emotional, highly skilled, ener- 
getic and ambitious people. 


The former allied governments so bullied the Germans 
that the German need for self-respect became warped 
into a need for a sense of power over someone, and they 
took it out on the Jews; the German resentment, seeking 
self-expression, found the Jewish minority a scape-goat. 


Prolonged and deep frustrations of individuals tend to 
create sadism, but that does not mean that such sadism 
cannot be cured thereafter. Instead of being indignant 
at German deeds, we would be wiser to remember who 
created that abnormal state in the German mind. If 
this be true, the long-run problem becomes not so much 
how to stop the Nazis as to how to change ourselves and 
how to prove to Nazis that the change is sincere and 
lasting. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Desperate Plight of Stateless 


Refugees in Prague 


* ABSOLUTELY WITHOUT RESOURCES” 


REPORTS 


OBSERVER 


Friends Start Training Centre: How 


P.P.U. Members Can Help 


MERGENCY measures to deal with the sudden increase in the 
number of refugees which followed the German occupation of 
the Sudetenland are now being supplemented by long-term 


plans to enable fugitives to train 


for a fresh start in another land. 


“Last week we gave a directory of organizations to whom 
readers wishing to aid the refugees should offer their help; this 
week we draw attention to the desperate need of stateless refugees 
in Prague; to a new training centre started near Ripon; and to some 
more ways of helping refugees from Germany and Czecho-Slovakia. 


AN appeal was made in Peace News by 
the Peace Army for help in feed- 
ing a number of unregistered and stateless 
people in Prague who have no claim on 
the Czech Government or on any of the 
large funds. 

Mrs. Benjamin, of the Peace Pledge 
Union, who has been doing relief work in 
Czecho-Slovakia almost continuously since 
the crisis, writes that these people (230-250 
of them, including children) are now in 
her care and that after the next two weeks 
she will be absolutely without resources 
for them. She declares that their position 
is daily becoming worse, politically and 
financially, and adds: 

“The Sudeten Germans are at last leaving in 
fair numbers and the camps are being broken up, 
so that gifts to them are no longer so important, 
added to which there are greater difficulties in 
getting to camps now than when David Spreckley 
and I first came out. 

“TI may say that the News Chronicle and the 
PPU were able to rise to a sudden emergency, 
and some 250 people, a large number of them 
quite without means, still get their daily midday 
meal and some supper.” 

Money, however, is needed desperately. 
The Peace Army Czech Fund Treasurer, 
Miss Swaisland, 80 Wavertree Court, 
London, S.W.2, will thankfully receive 
small and large sums to meet this need. 

A more constructive method of help 
would be for someone, preferably well 
known, to apply to the executive com- 
mittees of the large funds to see whether 
the people in need can be included in their 
scope. Anyone willing to do this should 
write to Miss W. M. Antill, 39 Aldermary 
Road, Bromley, Kent. 


New Training Centre 


In connexion with the agricultural 
training of refugees from Greater Germany 
carried out by the Germany Emergency 
Committee of the Society of Friends, a new 
centre will start very shortly at Fountains 
Hall Estate, near Ripon, through the kind- 
ness of Mr. Claire Vyner, of Studley Royal, 
Ripon, who has provided the accommoda- 
tion. 


The camp consists of a wooden, centrally 
heated building, with dormitories, single 
and double rooms, dining room, common 
room, and warden’s house, also of wood. 
There are plenty of baths and good wash- 
ing accommodation, and a good kitchen 
and wash house. 


There are 30 acres of land which were 
covered with forest. The trees have been 
cut down, and the land is awaiting clear- 
ance. There are also 3 acres of garden 
land; and:it is hoped to interest the 
farmers in the neighbourhood, and to make 
arrangements with them to teach the boys 
to milk, &c. 


The unit that will start work there con- 
sists of an English warden, an Austrian 
forester, one or two older men interested 
in agriculture; sixteen youths and two 
women to “mother” the camp and 
organize the domestic side. 


opportunity for the refugees to learn to 
pioneer in a colony. The buildings were 
used once for Mr. Claire Vyner’s experi- 
ment in training men and boys from the 
depressed areas to spin and weave. The 
Smarland Tweed Mills in Northumberland 
are the result of that experiment. It is 
hoped that a settlement in one of the 
colonies will be a fitting finish to the 
training scheme. 


A Job for Groups 


David Spreckley, who has been engaged 
in helping refugees on behalf of the Peace 
Pledge Union, writes: 

With the regulations as they are now, the two 
classes of refugee who can be most easily assisted 


are (a) children and (b) those under 35 who are 
allowed into this country as trainees. 


The Friends’ Germany Emergency Committee, 
Bloomsbury House, Bloomsbury Street, W.C.1, 
want to hear of any employers who would take 
on a refugee as an apprentice or trainee. Such 
trades as carpentry, tailoring. and engineering 
are the best from the point of view of ultimate 
emigration to the colonies and elsewhere. So 
here is a job for groups:— 


1. Visit all local employers to find such 
vacancies. 


2. Search local papers and notices for adver- 
tisers wanting skilled craftsmen in any trade. 
Refugees are sometimes allowed in to meet such 
special demands. 


3. Offer hospitality where a vacancy for a 
refugee has been found. (The Committee is pre- 
pared to undertake the ultimate responsibility 
for such cases; they will pay emigration expenses 
and all maintenance which cannot be provided 
by local support). 


4. Organize a training centre where a group 
of refugees could learn a trade. If any group 
feels capable of doing this, the Committee is 
ready to provide the financial support. It would 
entail finding some room where the training 
could take place, finding hospitality or cheap 
board and lodging for about a dozen trainees, 
engaging a suitable craftsman as teacher, &c. 


Will any groups who feel they can help in any 
of these ways please get in touch either with the 
Technical Training Department of the Germany 
Emergency Committee or with me at PPU head- 
quarters? 


The Children’s Section of the British Committee 
for Refugees from Czecho-Slovakia, 20 Willow 
Road, London, N.W.3 are also in need of help. 


There are some 2,000 refugee children now in 
Czecho-Slovakia whose position grows steadily 
worse. Even though their parents are even- 
tually to be emigrated under the new Loan 
Scheme, it is essential that the children be got 
out straight away If they remain much longer 
where they are, without education or proper 
food or housing, they will never be fitted to be- 
come useful citizens. 


Guarantors are wanted for these children, 
even more than hospitality. Maintenance, edu- 
cation, and training has to be guaranteed up to 
the age of 18. 


Mr. N. Winton, of the Children’s Section, has 
the papers, photographs, &c., of over 500 cases. 
Will any person or group please apply to him if 
they would like to “take on” a child? 


Nominal Guarantors: I am constantly getting 
offers of hospitality from groups and individuals 
who are not, however, in a position to furnish a 
banker's reference with which to back up a 
guarantee. On the other hand, there must be 
many of our members who, although not able to 
support a refugee, have the necessary bank bal- 
ance to sign a guarantee for a refugee. 


I appeal to these people to send me their names 
as “nominal guarantors.” Of course they will 
be taking some risk—they will just have to trust 
me. I will not send them any guarantee form to 
sign until I'm sure ihat the hospitality and 
emigration expenses of the particular refugee 
have been provided for. 


Pacifists and the Unemployed 


(Continued from page 1) 


Hall, Augusta Street, E.14), which has been 
formed by the cooperation of local churches, 
political movements, and trade organizations, in 
order to focus public opinion and Government 
attention on this problem. 


(The secretary is Mr. W. G. Millman.) 


LOCAL COMMITTEES 


It is proposed to set up local committees 
in other parts of the country and to hold 
a series of public meetings, beginning with 
one in Limehouse Town Hall on Tuesday 
next, at 7.30 p.m., and concluding with a 
national demonstration in the Albert Hall. 


“War is part of the very fabric of 
present-day society, and is inherent in the 
competitive framework of world society,” 
Says a statement drawn up after a series of 
discussions by a group of members of the 
Peace Pledge Union in Manchester. “Our 
struggle with war, then, is not merely a 
refusal to make bombs or to drop them; it 
is a struggle now with those evils which are 
part and parcel of the war system. 


“ The greatest of those evils is the terrible 
problem of unemployment. We tend to 
sentimentalize about the refugees from 
abroad but forget the outcasts at home. We 
soberly announce that it costs 12s. 6d. to 
keep a refugee child and yet forget that 3s. 
is considered enough to keep the child of a 
Manchester unemployed worker.” 


NON-VIOLENT TACTICS 


The members of the group have banded 
themselves together under the name of 
“ Activists,” and they see their immediate 
task as pacifists as being with those who 
are the immediate victims of a war system 
of economic life. “What is more,” their 
statement adds, “ we see that some of the 
victims of that evil are already expressing 
their grievance against their low standard 
of life by non-violent resistence, using 


This venture should provide a splendid| pacifist tactics to draw attention to the 


great wrongs to which they are being sub- 
jected.” 


They met the representative of the 
National Unemployed Workers’ Movement, 
and after a healthy and profitable discus- 
sion found a point of agreement in their 
mutual desire to right those evils which 
face the unemployed today and to do so by 
the use of non-violent demonstrations. 
They have also arranged to hold a joint 
meeting in Milton Hall on Wednesday next, 
at which the National Organizer of the 
NUWM and Alex Thompson (of the 
Activist Group, Manchester) are to speak 
on these questions. 


In addition, they are exploring the possi- 
bilities of some form of allotment scheme 
and hope later to initiate some kind of 
income sharing scheme which will each 
contribute to the idea of community which 
is, they believe the basis of the new world 
order. 


Town Councils 


and A.R.P. 


According to the annual report of the Air Dis- 
armament Committee for 1938 the most impor- 
tant development during the year was the in- 
terest aroused among Town Councils—more 
especially in the London area. “The ARP 
duties laid upon local councillors,” the report 
states, “have awakened them to a realization 
that our towns and cities are at the mercy of 
the bombing plane, but it is not always realized 
that only by its abolition can the air menace be 
removed.” 

Copies of the report are obtainable from the 
Air Disarmament Committee, Drayton House, 
Gordon Street, London, W.C.1. 

The secretary of the Worthing group of 
the Peace Pledge Union, which has had 
first-aid lessons from a doctor, writes to 
recommend First Aid in Accidents, by E. M. 
Cowell (George Gill & Sons, Ltd., Minerva 
House, Paternoster Square, London, E.C.4, 
price 6d.). 


Big P.P.U. 
Meeting Tonight 


"TONIGHT (Friday) at 8 o’clock, the 


Peace Pledge Union will hold a 
mass meeting on “Peace or War” in 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, 
N.W.1. 

Speakers will be Ethel Mannin, 
Lord Ponsonby, Dr. Donald Soper, 
Max Plowman, and Canon Stuart 
Morris. 


London Teachers’ Group 


“DO WE TEACH 
PEACE?” 


From a Correspondent 


“D)\O we teach peace ?” asked Mr. Stephen 

Noel at a meeting of the London 
Teachers’ Group in Friends House last 
Thursday. 

He said that the teaching of peace did 
not depend upon a formal presentation of 
pacifism, but that we must bring pacifism 
into the childrens’ lives. 

He emphasized the fact that we often 
become so interested in the means that we 
forget the end and illustrated this by the 
example of the engineer who could become 
so interested in the mathematical details, 
that he would forget the awful ends to 
which his machines of war were being 
devoted. 

We must not only strive to get the right 
things—e.g., holiday camps—but strive to get 
them for the right reasons. All the world’s pro- 


blems were the outcome of a military approach 
and of fear. 


EVOLUTIONARY STAGE? 


We could only teach peace if we removed 
apprehensions from the child mind, otherwise we 
would produce neurotics. He urged us to 
remember that the pacifist had a positive con- 
tribution to make and was not merely “anti” 
this, that, or the other. 

The talk was followed by a lively discussion in 
which several interesting points were named. 

The importance of the cultural activities in 
schools was mentioned. Another teacher won- 
dered whether the child did not pass through an 
evolutionary stage in which he was interested in 
war much in the same way as he passes through 
the “Red Indian Stage.” 

The influence of school assemblies, the hymns 
we sing and our Scripture lessons was also 
touched upon. There was clearly a division of 
opinion on the subject of first aid and similar 
classes. Some thought that we should be pre- 
pared for such emergencies, but others felt that 
by so spending our time we were reducing our 
efficiency for furthering the cause of peace. 

The talk was preceded by a short business 
meeting, when Mr. E, J. Baker was elected 


Chairman and Mr. D. E, Rashley, Secretary and 
Treasurer. 


Parliamentary Pacifists’ 
Convention in 


Lancashire 


THREE resolutions which dealt with the 
renunciation of war; a practical and 
Positive pacifist policy ; and the removal of 
all preparations and commitments of a 
military character were passed at a Parlia- 
mentary Pacifist Group Convention held in 
Rawtenstall, Lancashire, last Saturday. 


The afternoon session was well attended, 
the audience including representatives of 
several neighbouring Peace Pledge Union 
groups and of other organizations. Mrs. 
Helen Byles Ford moved the first resolu- 
tion and was supported by the Rev. H. 
Walker. 


During the evening session the second 
and third resolutions were moved by 
Wilfred Wellock and Canon Stuart Morris. 
The former gave a clear picture of the 
world economic situation and the possibili- 
ties of readjustment. Mr. Douglas Owen 
seconded, giving a further exposition of the 
Possibilities of new economic policies. 


Canon Morris’s undeniable reasons for 
disarmament and resisting conscription 
carried the audience with him in support 
of what it was expected would be the most 
difficult resolution. Alderman Bland ably 
supported him and the resolution was 
carried unanimously. 


U.S. Racial Tests 


The Rev. D. Campbell, Methodist minis- 
ter, has initiated a petition to the American 
Congress to amend the immigration and 
naturalization laws so as to eliminate the 
racial and colour tests. 


Already 289 persons of influence have 
signed and allowed their names to be circu- 
lated as endorsing the petition. Among 
these signatories are 25 bishops. 
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Some Palestine Realities 


By REGINALD REYNOLDS 


No Ease in Zion. By T. R. Feiwel. Secker 
& Warburg, 12s. 6d. 


S book is the work of an intelligent 
Zionist. Beginning with an historical 
account of the Jews in Europe and the pre- 
War Zionist Movement, he devotes most of 
his space to the story of the Jews under 
the Palestine Mandate. 

He tells the story of Britain’s contra- 
dictory promises and thejr strategic origin. 
T. E. Lawrence is quotea: “ As for honour, 
had I,not lost that a year ago when I 
assured the Arabs that England kept her 
plighted word? ” 

Regarding Zionism itself he is often 
equally frank. One chapter is headed “ The 
Arab does not Exist,” by which words 
“nine-tenths of Zionist attitude toward 
Arabs could be qualified.” And again: 
“that the Palestine Arabs welcome the 
Jews was as much part of the Zionist credo 
as that ultimately any other people hated 
them.” 

He tells us of a fair at Tel Aviv where 
a vast picture showed Jewish workers 
“ striding in unbroken line toward the ob- 
server, conveying, as intended, an impres- 
sion of irresistible penetration—the new 
army of Jewish conquest.” On this occa- 
sion an English pro-Zionist had remarked: 
“And then they wonder why the Arab 
reaches for his rifle! ” 


Zionist Ambitions 


“For twenty years,” writes Mr. Feiwel, 
“the Zionists, relying entirely on British 
aid, have tried to ignore the Arabs and 
camouflage the issue by confused propa- 
ganda, in which Palestine was Jewish by 
historical and international right.” 

Some, such as Ben Gurion (Chairman of 
the Jewish Agency Executive and leader of 
the Jewish Labour Movement), have had 
even greater ambitions, which Ben Gurion 
expressed in a remarkable speech at 
Lucerne, when the Zionist Congress met 
in 1935. Here he proposed a scheme for 
sending another 5,000,000 Jews with 
£250,000,000 of Jewish money to colonize 
almost the whole of the Middle East. 
“ Solomon,” Feiwel comments, “ could only 
have had small ambitions compared with 
Ben Gurion.” 

The dependence of all such policies on 
British Imperialism is also made clear. 
When the Arabs revolted in 1936 Ben 
Gurion “ flew to London to offer the British 
Government an army of 50,000 efficient and 
loyal Jews to keep order in Palestine and 
the surrounding Arab districts.” The 
Zionist Labour newspaper Davar on the 
same occasion appealed for British aero- 
planes “to deal with the situation.” 

At the same time the Governmental pro- 
posals for a Legislative Council (a very 
small concession to Arab nationalism and 
comparable to the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Reforms in India, after the War) were 
opposed by the Jewish Agency in Palestine. 
The policy of Zionism is here described by 
Feiwel as “opposition to any self-govern- 
ment in Palestine which would give the 
Arab majority the slightest majority 
rights.” 

Anti-Jewish feeling in all other countries 
is bewildering and has no semblance of 
rationality. In Palestine, as this book 
shows, it has been the inevitable effect of 
Zionist policy. 

Of the Jewish youth in Palestine the 
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author writes that they “are told that the 
redemption of the Jewish people lives in 
them, that Palestine is the solution of the 
Jewish question, that it is Jewish by right, 
that only Zionism is the possible Jewish 
faith.” They live “within the continuous 
blare and shout of Zionist propaganda, its 
slightly crazy yet unquestioned assump- 
tions.” 


And again: “They are brought up on end- 
less Zionist processions, Zionist shows, 
marches and demonstrations. The propa- 
ganda din is incessant ... The youth has 
few ideas: Arabs are both neighbours and 
enemies, more Jewish immigration means 
more strength, life is insecure and it pays 
to organize, particularly on military lines. 
These few crude ideas suffice. Everything 
else is rejected.” 


* Fascism ” in Palestine 


Is it necessary to comment that, by alter- 
ing a few words here and there, this would 
serve for a description of fascist youth in 
Germany? On much less evidence Mr. 
Feiwel continually imputes “fascism” to the 
Arab nationalist movement, whilst in one 
place he even says of the British officials 
that “they tend today to wear the green 
pork-pie hat denoting Fascist mentality.” 


Indeed, Mr. Feiwel is not at his best 
when discussing either the British or the 
Arabs. After assuring us that the British 
officials are mostly “pro-Arab” he tells us 
elsewhere that they “bolster up their 
British ego by haughty treatment of the 
natives, that is, their Jewish and Arab sub- 
ordinates.” Another statement, that “their 
liking for the Arabs is that of officers for 
picturesque natives,” would hardly be re- 
garded by Arab nationalists as a “pro- 
Arab” sentiment in any political sense. 


Of the Arabs Mr. Feiwel is admittedly 
ignorant: “This history is concerned with 
the Jews . .. the Arabs enter only as a 
background, and little need be said about 
them. The writer is no Orientalist and 
speaks no Arabic; his personal acquaint- 
ance extends only to westernized Arabs.” 


A significant quotation shows that to him 
the Arab is “Caliban” who has been taught 
to curse by an (Anglo-Zionist?) Prospero: 
and much that he says by way of generaliz- 
ation about the Arabs reminded me forcibly 
of Miss Mayo’s unfair and unpleasant book 
about India (or, indeed, any “Sahib” dis- 
cussing “natives” almost anywhere!). 


However, in spite of its unfairness in this 
respect, its doubtful economics and _ its 
almost complete omission of any facts re- 
garding repressive measures against the 
Arabs since April, 1936, this book has great 
value. It shows the essential imperialism 
of the Histadrut (the General Federation of 


Jewish Labour), described as “the chief 


factor in maintaining this unreal wall be- 
tween the Jews and Arabs.” It gives 
interesting facts about the Communal 
Settlements, where some of the Jewish 
settlers (about 15,000 according to Mr. 
Feiwel—i.e., under 4 percent of the Jewish 
population in Palestine) are experimenting 
in a new way of living. 


Unfortunately, the conversations re- 
corded, even at these settlements, show the 
same basic assumptions which have made 
the Arab “reach for his rifle.” 


Virtually a Colony 


The book explains quite clearly that the 
mandate means “a virtual British colony.” 
It explains the Zionist objection to employ- 
ing Arab labour, and its consequences. 
And, finally, it*states clearly the Arab 
demand for democratic self-government 
and that this is supported by “almost the 
whole Arab people of Palestine.” If the 
Arab leaders are as reactionary as Mr. 
Feiwel asserts, the Jews could checkmate 
them tomorrow by holding them to their 
own popular programme. 

As to ourselves, Mr. Feiwel says: “There 
are three possibilities before British Im- 
perialism: to retreat before native national- 
ism, as in Iraq; to suppress native move- 
ments with all ruthlessness like the Italians 
in Libya; or to create such conditions of 
internal dissension that imperialist military 
occupation appears indispensable.” I wish 
that in drawing his final conclusions Mr. 


Feiwel had borne his own clear analysis in 
mind. Those who are not prepared to sup- 
port the second or the third policy must 
obviously accept the first. 


Opportunity 
Missed 


Dynasty of Death. By Taylor Caldwell. 


Collins. 10s. 6d. 


As the title of this American novel will 
suggest at once to the quick-witted, it is 
concerned with a family of armament 
manufacturers, an English-French-Ameri- 
can combine climbing from small begin- 
nings to great power and world-affiliations 
over the period of (roughly) 1840—1900. 


Here is indeed a subject for a great novel, 
one which would seize both the essential 
drama and the deep human (of anti- 
human) significance of such a develop- 
ment But Mr. Caldwell has not written it, 
has scarcely attempted to write it. The 
stress of his title is on the dynasty, the 
family, rather than on the death, the 
making of arms. 


He certainly provides some discussion 
this way and that, notably in the opposition 
of the unscrupulous realist, Ernest Barbour, 
determined on success at all costs, and the 
tender-hearted idealist Martin, his brother, 
and we have occasional details of transac- 
tions of, to say the least, dubious character, 
but in either case no more than the common 
change of the most elementary approach to 
the topic, and only touching the fringe of 
it. 

Readers really concerned with the sub- 
ject would do much better to turn to, say, 
Noel-Baker'’s Private Trade in Armaments, 
or other non-fiction books treating of the 
matter. Those in quest simply of a good 
novel might also do better elsewhere, 
though it may commend itself to some who 
have leisure and liking for a 780-page story, 
and who care more for abundant and 
broadly colourful character and episode 
than for first-rate writing. 


GEOFFREY WEST 


A Message for Mothers 


A poster with a special message for mothers 
has been issued by the Northern Friends’ Peace 
Board, Friends’ Meeting House, Woodhouse Lance, 
Leeds 2, and the Friends’ Peace Committee, 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 
The poster carries the wording: “ Have you given 
life to your son that he may kill the sons of other 
mothers?” It is dominated by a large drawing of 
a mother feeding her child while two soldiers 
can be seen fighting in the background. 


Sellers, Don’t Be 


Discouraged! 


y E would urge Peace News sellers 
not to be discouraged by: 
(a) Disappointments in selling— 
.it may be just bad luck. 

For instance, a number of volunteers 
who turned up to sell outside the Albert 
Hall last week, on the occasion of a meet- 
ing of the League of Prayer and Service, 
discovered on arrival that there was 
nothing they could do. We are asked to 
explain that this was entirely due to a 
breakdown of the car in which the copies 
of Peace News were being taken to the 
Albert Hall. 

The weather, too, sometimes has the 
effect of depressing sales at this time of 
year—again, just bad luck. 

(b) A recent North London Police 
Court ruling that persons who offer 
newspapers for sale from door to 
door come within the provisions of 
the Pedlars Act and require pedlars’ 
certificates. 

This applies even where a salesman i8 
unpaid. Unless and until it is reversed, 
this decision must be regarded as estab- 
lishing the position. 

But it does not prevent canvassing for 
orders. In other words, groups can con- 
tinue to call at houses, leave specimen 
copies of Peace News, and invite people 
to place an order for its regular delivery. 

(c) Our increased sales—particu- 
larly by the fact that the increase is 
largely in the number sold through 
newsagents. 

This does not mean that the work of 
street-sellers and others is of no account. 
The contrary is true, for regular orders 
through newsagents often result from a 
chance purchase from a street-seller, who 
gives the paper valuable publicity. 


Pacifist Service in 
Peace and War 


A MANIFESTO has been issued by the 
newly-formed Pacifist Service Corps, 
membership of which is already growing. 
The Corps is under the presidency of T. 
Edmund Harvey, MP, with Dr. Maude 
Royden and Professor J. Ryle as vice-presi- 
dents, and Miss E. C. Andrews, chairman. 

The manifesto states: 

We, who cannot, as pacifists, accept any form 
of combatant service desire to work for peace 
through service to our fellowmen. We wish to 
equip ourselves for those emergencies that arise 
both in peace and war. Some of us may go far 
afield, wherever we may find a need, working 
with other organizations or as independent 
groups or individuals. Many of us can only 
serve in our own homes and in the intervals of 
other work; but we believe that opportunities 
for service will reveal themselves here too, and 
that each kind of service can be a means of 
active peacemaking. 

We do not join those schemes which are 
directed to a future war, since we wish to work 
for a present peace. We shall begin by forming 
groups of pacifists in various districts for train- 
ing in first aid under a St John Ambulance 
instructor. 

Contemporary circumstances change so rapidly 
that it is impossible to tell very far in advance 
what they will demand of us, but we hope, when 
well trained, to give help wherever it is needed 
—for refugees, in camps, on war fronts in other 
countries. 

Further if, in spite of all efforts—our own and 
others—for peace, wars come which involve our 
own country directly, we shall be ready to assist 
in the place which as pacifists we believe to 
be ours—the centre of danger and suffering. 

If you are interested and would like further 
information please write to the Secretary, Mrs. 
E. Jackson, 10 Abbey Gardens, London, N.W.8. 
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Nabobs and the Elephant 


FTER the long and_hard-thought 
A reasoning of those who have 

already Spoken Personally, this 
tale of The Nabobs and The Elephant may 
appear but a sky-rocket of diversion, but 
if it lights up for a moment or two those 
half-aglow beings in Downing Street who 
meet to determine how we shall be saved, 
I shall be satisfied. 

In this year of 1939, The Nabobs are 
more caparisoned in shining armour than 
ever before, and, unfortunately, they are 
still on the back of The Elephant, that is, 
the public as a whole. In the long journey 
to either death or glory—we know it can- 
not be both—they have the enticing know- 
ledge that while a real elephant never 
forgets, this Elephant never, or hardly 
ever, remembers. If it did, it might con- 
clude, as I have done, that The Nabobs 
haloed in splendour are not, as we say, All 
There. 

I will not bother to doubt thé sincerity 
of The Nabobs. What I doubt is their in- 
telligence. I say that the minds of The 
Nabobs of Downing Street are fuddled and 
indeterminate, their purposes crossed and 
double-crossed by their own decisions, 
their acts witless and indeterminate. 


* & *® 


IN their higher explanations, of course, 
The Nabobs are shifty: they shift their 
ground from winter to summer, and 
wherever they go The Elephant goes with 
them. Originally The Elephant was per- 
suaded to bear the burden of more arms 
on the score that his strength would then 
buttress the League of Nations and Collec- 
tive Security. Then The Elephant was 
told—and was content—that more and 
more arms were for Defence, not Defiance. 
The Nabobs, in their settled role of 
armourers’ apologists, are now explaining, 
in the manner of the Mad Hatter and the 
March Hare, that the real reason for more 
and more arms is that we shall have less 
and less arms. Armament means Disarma- 
ment! I fancy that even The Elephant 
must be blinking his eyes over that. 
“Scrutator,” in The Sunday Times, lately 
told us that the arms expenditure was “ the 
most monstrous mountain of collective poli- 
tical folly that the world had ever known.” 
The tomfoolery of The Nabobs, you see, is 
admitted by the wiseacres. Can The 
Elephant be made to realize it, too? It 
may, I think, if we get busy and... er. 
prod The Elephant into remembering 
few things. 


a 
. * * 


RREMEMBER, O Elephant, Nabob Geoffrey 
Lloyd, M.P., on his precious gas 
masks? 

So precious were they one year ago that 
Nabob Lloyd could not distribute them. 
He had to make sure, he explained, that 
they would not deteriorate. It was neces- 
sary, he pleaded, that they should be stored 
in safety—in special depots. 

“In fact,” his tale ran, “the facepiece is 
stored in nitrogen at a concentration of 
two atmospheric pressures.” Thus they 
would be sound for emergency. 

Now if there was any substance in Nabob 
Lloyd’s remarks, one would have thought 
that after the great mask share-out last 
September, those masks would have been 
collected up at once and restored to the 
concentration of two atmospheric pressures. 
After some weeks, when masks were 
appearing in dustbins, a circular was 
actually sent to local authorities saying 
that where people had no facilities for 
keeping masks in condition they should be 
returned to storage. 

Since then Nabob Lloyd and his lads 
have made 39,000,000 nice brown boxes in 
which everyone may safely allow one’s 
mask to deteriorate. 

I ask ...er...The Flephant. 


REMEMBER Nabob Auckland Geddes on 
bottles of water? 

This materialized phantom of the Great 
War, having become A_Nabob in ARP, told 
Beckenham that “it would be well to 
devise ways and means of having a reserve 


a 


of water in bottles protected and distri- 
buted to the homes.” 

At once the astonished Metropolitan 
Water Board pointed out that every home 
had a cistern of water ready for emer- 
gency. In fact, it was a daily emergency; 
no sooner is a pint drawn off than it is 
automatically made up. 

I reckoned that in my house, with cold 
and hot water cisterns, I had a supply of 
roughly 900 pint bottles of water and that 
were I to fill the bath on trouble brewing 
in Tunis—The Nabobs are evidently Pre- 
pared to Fight for Tunis—I should have a 
complete reserve of a round 1,400 pint 
bottles, 


: - 


DEMEMBER Nabob Oliver Stanley MP, 
: on his wartime food plans? 

By some queer chance—one must be 
generous—Sir Reginald Ford, a_ retired 
military officer drawing a pension of over 
£1,000 a year and residing in Belgium, was 
given a retainer of £250 and the price of 
aeroplane trips home to stand by as 
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London’s wartime Nabob for food control. 
The Elephant rudely squirted a stream 
of cold water over The Nabobs for that 
and Sir Reginald resigned Nabob Stanley 
expressed his regret “at the position in 
which Sir Reginald had been placed” but 
no regret for having placed him there. 


* s * 


REMEMBER Nabob Stanhope az, the 

Board of Education sending out a 
circular a year ago saying that if war came 
there would be smal! camps for children 
evacuated from danger areas? 

It took twelve months, during which 
children’s camps in Spain took their meed 
of bombs, before the same Board could 
announce that two public corporations 
would erect 50 camps each to provide 
refuge for 350 children—a total of 17,500. 

That would provide for less than 2 per- 
cent of children to be evacuated from 
London alone. 


* =: * 


2EMEMBER The Nabobs’ pleasant 
ennouncement about war-time billet- 
ing of children—10s. §€. a week for the 
first child, 8s. 6d. for each subsequent child? 
Nabob Ernest Brown has no such expen- 
sive nonsense at his Ministry of Labour. 
An unemployed man’s child that would 
carry 10s. 6d. in war-tim: must be content 
with 3s. in peace time. 


+ + - 


REMEMBER Nabob Baldwin, in 1936, 
telling The Elephant that the most 


Not a Fair Test? 


From a Correspondent 


FIRM which specialized in the 

making of shovels for lifting in- 
cendiary bombs applied to the Home 
Office for two bombs to try their 
wares. There was no reply. So they 
wrote the munition makers, “Death 
Ltd.,” who sent two. 

A man got into an asbestos suit, a 
bomb was ignited and he got on the 
job of lifting the bomb. It went 
through the shovel. 

The firm sent a report to the Home 
Office giving details and asking for 
an explanation. They were told they 
must have used the wrong kind of 
bomb! 


stringent precautions would be taken to 
make sure that undue profits were not 
made by those manufacturing The Nabobs’ 
protection? 


Well might Nabob Wallace of the Trea- 
sury now try to assure The Elephant that 
it must distinguish carefully between 
profiteer and profit! 


Sometime in June, 1938, The Nabobs’ 
most High and Mighty Civil Servants, 
under the mistaken impression that A 
Nabob means what he says, tried to make 
a member of the Machine Tools Associa- 
tion toe the line as The Elephant does: 
their costs and books were demanded for 
an armourer’s means test. The firm re- 
fused. Nothing could shift its obstinancy. 
The dreadful situation was reported to 
Nabob Inskip. He stiffened his upper lip— 
as a good Nabob should—but could do no 
more. 


It has since become only too obvious 
that the surveying of contracts, the 
attempts at inspection, the controlling of 
costs are Contractors’ Delight. Aircraft 
companies, exercising The Nabobs’ orders, 
expand their capital and still make 40 and 
50 percent. Mr. Alexander has quoted a 
case of a firm distributing 230 percent 
profit. Arms profits, it has been estimated, 
have gone up £40,000,000 in a year. 

Between 1935 and 1938, it must be 
admitted, the pay of The Elephant went 
up a few points percent, but so did the 
cost of his fodder. 


REMEMBER a few years ago all The 

' Nabobs cooing to The Elephant that 
the: Budget must be balanced? That was 
sound finance. 


Nabob Simon has now undertaken such 
borrowings that his Budget will be 
£1,200,000,000 with a foreseen deficit of 
£350,000,000. The Nabobs will whistle that 
this, too, is sound finance so long as The 
Elephant works. 


EED one go on—to the water-logged, 

non-staggered trenches that local 
authorities have not the courage to fill lest 
The Elephant watches; to the East London 
kiddies that were to have been evacuated 
to a zone in Essex from which the Essex 
County Council were already evacuating 
its kiddies for safety; to the great comic 
opera in which the Fleet was promised its 
own air arm in 1937 and still has not got 
it in 1939, thanks to Nabob Swinton; to 
The Boasting Nabob who told Leicester last 
July that England was prepared for all air- 
Traid emergencies; to the post-Munich riot 
of barrage balloons and steel shelters for 
the underpaid? 

The Nabobs have a favourite gambit 
with The Elephant. “If only we could tell 
you what we know .. .” it begins. Faith- 
ful Jumbo, of course, imagines that official 
secrecy is for his welfare. 


It has certainly the effect of protecting 
The Nabobs in their imposing cabin on his 
back. But, as I say ... supposing ... we 
-+.er... started and kept on prodding 
The Elephant where he sits down? 


Glimpses of Life 
Abroad 


Land of the 
Pharaohs 


A FEW years ago I became friends with 

an Egyptian student of the University 
College of the South-West and during his 
two years in Exeter learned much of the 
land of the Pharaohs, and began first to 
desire and then to determine to see it for 
myself. Consequently, after two years of 
hard saving, I went with another girl as 
companion. 


Our journey through the busy streets of 
Alexandria was sufficient for one to realize 
that Egypt, like other countries of the East, 
is a land of contrasts, 


A wide thoroughfare here, with modern 
architecture and fine shops; the roads 
skirted by tall and shady trees. Comfort- 
able trams and buses, cinemas and cafes. 
Vast crowds throng the pavements ; men oj 
middle class Egyptian life wearing Euro 
pean suits with the inevitable tarboosk 
(often called fez), which is worn on al] 
occasions, even in Mosque or school. Along: 
side walks the obviously poor man dressed 
in a galabiah, a long loose cloak entirely 
covering the figure, and with sandals or 
nothing on His feet. Numbers of such 
stand by the kerb offering for sale almost 
everything the mind of man can conceive, 
or beseeching one to buy a sweepstake 
ticket or just to give a piastre. 


Here walks the Egyptian woman of 
education in a stylish Parisian model, and 
the woman of the poorer class, still wear- 
ing the intriguing veil introduced into 
Egypt by the Turks. All the feminine sex, 
however, excel in the art of make-up! 


Eager to experience everything that was 
proffered, we ate toasted nuts, hot from a 
roadside oven, and sat on a wall and sucked 
oranges bought by the dozen for the value 
of a penny or So. 


Travelling to Cairo after dusk, which 
falls at about 6 o’clock all the year round, 
we saw little of the countryside and its 
miles of cotton plantations. On arrival at 
the great railway station of Cairo we were 
met by many other friends who had been 
students at the U.C.S.W. 


New and Old 


Next day we started early to explore this 
fascinating city; strange mixture of East 
and West, ancient and modern civilization, 
up-to-date automobile and donkey cart, 
grandeur and poverty, sumptuous hotel and 
miserable hovel. 


Visits to the homes of our Egyptian 
friends were among the most enjoyable 
features of our holiday. There were many 
children, all but the tiniest speaking 
English. Meals were of many courses of 
unfamiliar food, most of it very appetising 
and some really delicious even to an 
English palate. 


As we left, the old friends spoke with 
deep affection of their stay in England, but 
all felt there is a vast difference between 
the individual Englishman and _ the 
imperialistic Power of the British Empire. 
Egyptians are very politically minded and 
hate imperialism, having themselves 
suffered from its consequences. 


On our return journey we travelled by 
the Halian liner “Marco Polo,” and on 
board was an English woman who con- 
fessed she had not spoken to an Egyptian 
during the whole of her stay in Egypt! 


Gladys L. Thorn 


Special Ofter to ““PEACE NEWS” Readers 


Readers of " Peace News " have become interested in the I.L.P. because 
of its stand against War, Rearmament and the National Register. 
The " New Leader,” organ of the I.L.P., vigorously voices these views 


zach week. Every sincere ae 


Peace worker should see 
it. By using the attached 
coupon, you can get the 
"NLL." at the special 
rate of 2s. 6d. for six 
months, post free. 


Address 


2s. 6d. Please send me the “N.L” for six 


months according to your special offer in “ Peace News." 
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Post to Manager, “New Leader,” 35 St. Bride Street, 


London, E.C.4, 


\ 
v1 
f 


10 


I ohn Barclay 


PPU Page 
on The Group 
Secretary's 


Weekly 


MOVING IN AND | [pve 


S you read these words we shall be 
“moving in” to our new offices. If I 
were superstitious I should be filled with 
misgivings: we are moving on a Friday 
and my new room is No. 13, but as I always 
walk under ladders, spill salt and look at 
the rew moon through glass without any 
feeling of fear, I dare say that I shall sur- 
vive this new danger. It would be cheer- 
ing, however, to hear from you on Monday 
morning just to show that all is well and 
to start the week with a record post. 

The new house looks splendid, inside and 
out. I was there last Saturday morning 
“nosing round” and thinking out schemes 
by which we could make it worthy of the 
movement it represents. There is so much 
we could do if we had a grant from the 
“Ministry of Foresight,’ under which De- 
partment we are working. We are building 
for a peaceful world and it seems to me 
only fair that we should get assistance 
from a grateful country. 


MOVING ON 


Until this Ministry is formed, however, 
we must rely on ourselves. Somewhere in 
the country I feel sure there is someone 
who could give us a “ Nuffield-like ” foun- 
dation. I long to be able to put into opera- 
tion some of the 101 plans of which I have 
dreamt. 

There is so much we could do now that 
we have a place of our own and room to 
breathe—films we could make, books we 
could publish, hoardings we could cover, 
newspapers we could run and develop, 
men and women we could employ to spend 
their time making known the facts of 
Peace to put beside those of War. 

We need so much cash to make the next 
big step to capture the initiative for a real 
Democracy. Dare we expect it? I know 
you will smile and quietly laugh at the 
burblings of an optimist, but I do expect 
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it and what is more, believe we shall get 
it! 
’tis not in mortals to command success, 
But we'll do more—deserve it. 
* = x 


The Peace Petition closes this weekend and 
the PPU can look back with satisfaction, know- 
ing that in all parts of the country members 
and groups have taken a leading part in the 
work of collecting signatures. The personal con- 


tact with the public that this work has afforded 


has been of the utmost value and I have had, 
already, clear evidence that this has meant in- 
creases in our membership and much renewed 
enthusiasm for our cause. 

Remember the date of the final demonstration 
—SATURDAY, MARCH 18, in the Queen's Hall, 
London. Send for your tickets to Gerald Bailey, 
National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, Lon- 
don, S.W.1, giving him the name of your group 
leader as backing for your application. (If you 
do not as yet belong to a group, state that you 
are a member of the Peace Pledge Union who 
has been helping with the work.) 

The PPU Dance arranged for March 15, at 
7.30 p.m. is to be grand fun! Have you bought 
your ticket yet? If not, send your 2s. 6d. to me 
at once and I wilt send you one. The dance is 
being held in the Empire Restaurant (facing 
Victoria Station). Dress is optional (I shall 
come straight from the office myself). There 
will be prizes and the restaurant is fully 
licensed. We shall close down about 12 o'clock. 
As only 300 tickets have been printed, you must 
send for yours at once, 


Group News from the Four Corners 


A meeting was held at the Wealdstone 
** Brotherhood Hall, Harrow, last Thurs- 
day, organized by the local group. 

The speakers were Mary Gamble (PPU) 
and John Fletcher (Society of Friends). 


Sydney Kirby was in the chair. 

Mr. Fletcher spoke on the “Pacifist and 
National Service.”. There was some contusion, 
he thought, as to whether national service was 
war service or not—at any rate, Mr. Chamber- 
lain said it was—but in the handbook Sir John 
Anderson said it was a service for peace. As 
a pacifist John Fletcher said he was opposed to 
any form of national service and to the regi- 
mentation of the public. 

Mary Gamble referred to world tzoubles and 
attributed them to fear and wondered where it 
was leading us to at the present time. 

She outlined two ways in which people could 
work for peace: 1. By urging the Government 
to call a new world peace conference; 2. By the 
suggestion that a new body transforming the 
League be constituted to solve all root troubles. 


Author Speaks at Norwich 
R. R. H. THOULESS, Lecturer in 
Psychology at Cambridge University, 
and a well-known author, addressed a PPU 
meeting in Norwich last week. 

He said that although many people were feeling 
happier now about the prospects of peace 
because of the progress of British rearmament. 
we were in much greater danger now because 
as we increased our armaments other nations 
increased theirs. He likened the present situa- 
tion to a group of men with pistols in a powder 
magazine, each knowing that if he fired his pistol 
they would all “go up” together. 

He stressed the importance for pacifists refus- 
ing to join in the clamour against the fascist 
Powers. and the need for understanding what 
their case was. The first real step to peace 
would be a general expression for readiness on 
the part of Great Britain to renounce imperial- 
ism and to put forward for international dis- 
cussion a plan for an impartial settlement of the 
colonial question. 


Glasgow and National Service 
A REPLY meeting to Sir John Anderson’s 
4% National Service meeting is to be held 
in the City Hall, Glasgow, on Sunday 
(March 5), at 2.30 p.m. The speakers will 
be James Maxton, James H. Hudson and 
Neil MacLean, with Baillie Porter in the 
chair. 

The meeting, organized by the PPU, will pro- 
vide the focus for all opposition to National 
Service in the City of Glasgow. 


Ashford’s Petition Drive 
UP to last week members of the Ashford 
~ group had obtained over 2,700 signa- 
tures to the National Petition organized by 


the National Peace Council. 

Not content with this effort they were making 
a special drive during the final week—all forms 
had to be sent in by Wednesday of this week— 
to bring their contribution nearer the 5,000 mark, 
and especially to give an opportunity to those 
in the surrounding villages to sign. 


500 at Letchworth Meeting 
ABOUT 500 people attended a meeting of 

the Letchworth group at the Palace 
Cinema, Letchworth, last Sunday. Lord 
Arnold and the Rev. Henry Carter were the 
speakers with W. F. Flawn in the chair. 

Lord Arnold said he was not going to say that 
there was no risk in the pacifist policy, but there 
was a very much greater risk in a non-pacifist 
one. If we were prepared to run this greater 
risk in the faint hope of thereby avoiding war, 
we ought to take the lesser risk of pacifism to 
get the real peace by removing some of the 
causes of war. 

Mr. Carter said that when George Lansbury 
saw Hitler two years ago the latter was then 
prepared to take part in a world economic con- 
ference. 

If Mr. Chamberlain broke his habit of refusing 
to receive deputations he would shortly receive 
one bearing a petition signed by hundreds of 
thousands of people—the country calling for a 
new world conference for peace. 


Debates with Hull Group 
WO interesting debates have been 
enjoyed by Hull members recently. 
The first was with the Left Book Club, 


when Dr. Tathun, of Hull University, sup- 
ported pacifism and Mr. Pool, also of Hull 
University, put forward the policy of 


collective security. 

A second debate was held with the Young 
Liberals when W. Tiplady (pacifism) and Mr. 
Dennis (collective security) were the speakers. 

Speakers in the Hull group have been kept 
very busy lately and have addressed various 
organizations which have included Cooperative 
Guilds, Young Men’‘s groups, and churches, both 
in Hull and the outlying districts. 

The group is organizing a jumble sale for 
March 11. They will be glad to receive jumble 
until the advertised date. 


Watford’s Big Meeting 
‘THE Watford and district group has 
booked the New Regal Cinema, King’s 
Street, for a public meeting on March 53, 


at 3 p.m. 

The speakers will be Ethel Mannin, Reginald 
Reynolds, the Rev. J. Trevor Davies, and 
Andrew Stewart. The Mayor of Watford will 
be in the chair. 

Reserved seats (1s. each) are obtainable from 
the Secretary, 252 Watford Road, Croxley Green, 
Herts. There will be a limited number of free 
seats. 

On Saturday, the day before the meeting, there 
will be mass selling of Peace News. 


Tunbridge Wells News 
HE February issue of the News Letter, 
published by the Tunbridge Wells 
group, contains an article on refugee relief 
by Herbert Harrington, vice-chairman of 
th2 group. 

Mr. Harrington reminds us that “It should not 
be forgotten that the present régime in Germany 
is largely, if not entirely, the outcome of the 
Treaty of Versailles. We therefore owe it as a 
duty to these victims of persecution to do all in 
our power to alleviate their suffering.” 


Hall Green & District Meetings 

ADDRESSING the Hall Green group, Miss 

Goodrich, a pacifist well known to 
Birmingham groups, gave a remarkably 
clear speech on “Substance for a World 
Conference.” Over seventy people were 
present. 

The subject proved very appropriate as most 
members were busily engaged canvassing for the 
National Petition and learned many useful points 
to aid their canvass. 

The same week, Hall Green’s associate group, 
Sparkhill, held its meeting. For a small group 
the attendance was quite encouraging, eighteen 
being present. 

At a recent Group Council meeting, it was 
decided to start four small sub-sections in the 
district to study the book Why Were They 
Proud? 


Oxford City Group Activities 
"THE Oxford City group’s monthly meet- 

ing was addressed by the Rev. R. C. S. 
Bailey, a non-pacifist, who spoke on the 
question, “ Ought the Christian to be a Paci- 
fist?’ His address raised many questions 
and a lively discussion followed. 

A Group Social was held recently at which 
Mr. Sid Hedges acted as M.C. The outstanding 
item on the programme was a conjuring per- 
formance kindly given by a friend of one of the 
members. Although the support given to the 
evening did not fulfil expectations, everyone 
present had a thoroughly good time. 

The regional study groups recently formed 
throughout the group area are now meeting 
regularly once a week and very satisfactory pro- 
gress is being made. 

Arrangements are well in hand for a large 
public meeting to be held in the Town Hall on 
March 1. This meeting is being organized in 
conjunction with the Oxford University Pacifist 
Association and it is hoped to give it very wide 
advertisement. In addition to the usual poster 
announcements, a house-to-house leaflet distri- 
bution has been planned. 


Planned Propaganda in Lewisham 
OTHER groups may be interested in the 

leaflets distributed in the Lewisham 
house-to-house campaign reported a fort- 


night ago. They were delivered in a 
planned sequence as follows: 

1. Preparing for Peace—a leaflet issued by 
PPU headquarters; 2. Peace and the People—a 
duplicated leaflet produced by the local branch, 
showing the futility of preparing for war, with 
an invitation to prepare for peace with the PPU; 
3. Democracy or War ... Which?—a_ printed 
leaflet published by the local branch, exposing 
the fallacy of “war to defend democracy”; 4 
War—the personal problem—a headquarters 
leaflet; 5. Christ or Ca@sar?—a headquarters’ 
leaflet; 6. A circular letter from the local branch, 
inviting comment or signatures to the Peace 
Pledge; and 7. Leaflet announcing film show, 
Kameradschaft. 

Such a method of propaganda offers obvious ad- 
vantages. The local secretary's address appeared 
on several of the teaflets; it was therefore possi- 
ble to be immediately in touch with those 
responding, after which the new signatures were 
forwarded to headquarters. 

It is thought that leaflets Nos. 2 and 3 (pro- 
duced by the local branch) are worthy of a wider 
distribution, and arrangements are _ therefore 
being made for a larger quantity of these to be 
printed. Specimens can be obtained from Mr. 
A. M. Sibun, 45 Dowanhill Road, Catford, 
London, S.E.6G, and if the demand is sufficient 
they will be made generally available. 


West Yorkshire Federation 
HERE are now fifty bookings for the 
week-end House Party to be held at 
Newfield Hall on May 13 and 14, when the 
lecturer will be Wilfred Wellock, and book- 
ings are now closed. 


University News 


London Students 
and the Dictators 


A PEACE Pledge Union group has now 

been formed in Cambridge University. 
Work has been started on compiling a com- 
plete list of members in the University, 
and the first meeting is to be held today 
(Friday). 

The importance of meeting the dictators at the 
conference table has been emphasized at three 
meetings in London recently. 

At the Imperial College of Science and Tech- 
nology, Miss Mary Gamble spoke to an audience 
including “a considerable number of hard- 
headed scientists and technicians who are on the 
whole not very politically minded” at a meeting 
arranged by the college branch of the Students’ 
Christian Movement. During the discussion the 
important question was raised as to whether, 
under the present Government at least, the right 
delegates—men prepared to make seacrifices— 
would be sent to a world conference such as that 
proposed in the National Petition. It was, how- 
ever, agrecd that the calling of such a conference 
was the initial step. 

At Birkbeck College, London, a debate was 
held between Reginald Sorensen, MP, and Pro- 
fessor Bernal (well-known both as a_ physicist 
and socialist) on the motion “That we should 
talk to the dictators.” Professor C. E. M. Joad 
was in the chair. No vote was taken, but a 
collection for Spanish relief was, and £4 was 
raised. 

At the London Schoo! of Economics, Dr. D. O. 
Soper raised the related question “Should we 
fight Fascism?” After putting the pacifist case 
against doing this by armed force Dr. Soper 
challenged his audience to take up one or two 
positions: to join some part of the war services, 
or be complete pacifists. LSE pacifists were 
glad at the interest displayed by the socialists in 
this meeting, and hoped that they had redeemed 
themselves from being considered pro-Cham- 
berlain by them. 

University College, London, Pacifist Society 
drew attention to an unfamiliar but serious ques- 
tion in holding a meeting addressed by Mr. M. 
Abdul Hamid and two other members of the 
Indian National Union of Seamen, who spoke of 
the grave injustices suffered by Indian seamen 
in British ships, and the work that is being done 
by the Union to try to right these. 

One speaker, displaying close knowledge of 
the Left Wing movement, showed why the aims 
of the pacifists were in closer harmony with the 
Indian Left Wing than were those of the gener- 
ality of the Left, as shown in the policy of the 
Third International 
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Under the Oak Tree 


OFF TO 


MANCHESTER 
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SHULD TTT 


NO-ONE who has not gone on tour with 

our concert troupe can know what real 
joyous hilarity is! Ours are children of 
shadow and of sunshine. They have known 
more sorrow than most children know, but 
when they are merry, there is, perhaps as 
much by sheer psychological reaction as by 
reason of their ebullient Spanish natures, 
no suppressing them whatsoever. And 
when the confinement of Basque House, 
blessed though it be, is exchanged for the 
open road, even a rail-road, and a long 
journey, new scenes, and hosts of new 
friends, then the lid is off with a ven- 


geance! 
x x * 


Such was the mood in which six girls, two boys, 
one Senorita and an English conductor left 
Langham for the North, the other day, to carry 
out a concert tour organized by Mrs. (Thelma) 
Niklaus in Manchester and its environs in aid of 
Basque House. 

The children left behind gave us the usual 
send-off, being torn with difficulty from the foot- 
boards of the departing cars. The luggage had 
been stowed. The fish-basket for the sardine- 
seller song carried the swords and staves for the 
Basque sword-dance. Five shilling Marks and 
Spencer suit cases held most of the rest. The 
fringe of a Spanish shawl observed to be trailing 
from one of them was tucked in, and so we were 
in travelling trim. 

At Euston, the L.M.S., unrequested, refrained 
from charging us for our reserved compartment. 
It does one good to find so large and impersonal 
a thing as a railway company indulging spon- 
taneously in such a gesture. 

Then four hours of cosy relaxation, soothing 


motion, and jollity. 
™ s = 


At Manchester we stormed Mrs. Niklaus’s 
house, and, after being introduced, with ridicu- 
lous trepidation on the part of the children, to 
their billets in neighbouring houses, we were 
taken in cars to give our first concert at the 
big Cheadle Hulme School. 

Our children love to play to children. I con- 
fess it made one smile up one’s sleeve to see our 
irrepressible sparks joining for the moment in 
some of the disciplines of a big boarding school: 
going in procession into the refectory and the 
like; but they let themselves go at the concert 
and were rewarded with three earsplitting 
cheers, and a handsome contribution to our still 
gravely needy funds. 

s e y 

This series, “Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque House, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind should be 
sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union. 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged. 


The Notice Board 
Items must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 

Rickmansworth and Croxley Green group 
having concluded a study of Aldous Huxley's 
Ends and Means, will continue to meet as a study 
circle, in members’ houses, every other week, 
usually on Fridays, 815 to 10.15 p.m. Future 
meetings include a study of the Van Zeeland 
Report. Leader H. E. Seed, Upmeads, The 
Drive, Rickmansworth. 

Peckham.—Meetings held every Wednesday, 8 
p.m., Friends’ Meeting House. 

Poster Parades 

Volunteers wanted for special parades to 
awaken public interest in the sufferings of 
Sudeten refugees. Held every Monday from 
6.45 p.m. from Dick Sheppard Memorial Club, 
Thomas Street, W.1. Refreshments before and 
after the parade obtainable at the club. 


“Peace News” Sellers Wanted 

Richmond.—Mass selling and literature distri- 
bution on March 4. Meet 57 Larkfield Road, 
Richmond, at 6.30 p.m. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday (4.30 to 8.30 p.m.) for 
hour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt, 22 Hem- 
yock Road, Selly Oak, Birmingham 29. 

Kings Heath.—Selling in this district has com- 
menced. More sellers are required between 2.30 
and 5 p.m. on Saturdays. Write A. G. Sparkes, 
43 Forest Road, Mosely, Birmingham, 13. 

Bradford.—Volunteers wanted every Saturday. 
Meet outside Brown and Muffs (Tyrell Street 
entrance) at 2.30 pm. Names and addresses to 
J Ibson, Dale Garth, Daleside Road, Thornbury, 
Bradford. 

Birmingham.—Volunteers wanted for mass 
selling on March 4 from 2.30 to 4 p.m. Meet at 
Priory Rooms, Upper Priory (near Lewis's). 
Names to Mrs. Cheney, 129 St. Bernard's Road, 
Olton, Birmingham 27 

Sheffield.—Urgent, on Fridays, between 5.45 
and 830 p.m. at corner of Fargate and Leopold 
Street. Volunteers are asked to notify Geoffrey 
Pickup, 25, Change Alley, Sheffield, 1, not later 
than the previous Monday. 

Miscellaneous . 

Bromsgrove, Barnt Green and Rednal. New 
group. Write, phone, or call:-Mrs. Scarnell Lean, 
Studholme, Tawtling Road, Rednall, near Birm- 
ingham. Tel., Hillside 1739. 

Will all interested in formation of a group in 
Smethwick please communicate with: Eric S. 
Sandford, 44 Broomfield, Smethwick, Staffs. 

Offers of hospitality for refugee friends 
urgently needed from London Area, particularly 
for short periods of a night or two, to take 
them on arrival in London before travelling on 
to other parts of the country. Write to: War 
Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield, 


| Middlesex, 
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Forthcoming 
Events 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
and therefore urge organizers of events to 

1. Send notices to arrive not later than 


Monday. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary’s address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 
EAST HAM; 8 p.m. Central Hall, Barking Road; 
George Lansbury. Rev. R. Sorensen and Rev. 
A. E. Binks (chairman); PPU. 
LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m., Friends House, Euston 
Road; Ethel Mannin. Lord Ponsonby Donald 
Soper, Max Plowman, and Stuart Morris; PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m., 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Cecil Wilson on “The Work of the Parliamentary 
Pacifist Group”; PPU. 
SHIRLEY; 8 p.m Benson School, West Way; 
Professor A. N. Tucker on “The History of the 
Colonial Problem”; PPU . 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 

LEWES; 3 p.m. YMCA; conference on “FoR and 
World Politics”; Rev. Leslie Artingstall and Rev. 
Paul Gliddon; FoR. 
WANDSWORTH; 7.45 p.m. Hall of the Baptist 
Church, East Hill; dramatic evening; Murder in 
the Cathedral, by T. S. Eliot; admission 1s.; 
Adelphi Group. 


Saturday & Sunday, March 4 & 5 
CRICH; “The Briars”; week-end conference; 
details from Norah North, 7 Alexandra Road, 
Leicester, or Katie Ludlow, “The Briars,” Crich. 
GREAT HUCKLOW, Sheffield; “Barleycrofts”; 
week-end school; lecturer: Max Plowman; 
particulars from The Secretaries, Peace Pledge 
Union, 25 Change Alley, Sheffield, 1. 


Sunday, March 5 
GLASGOW; 2.30 p.m. City Hall; James Maxton 
and James H. Hudson on “National Service.” 
WALLINGTON; 3 p.m. Public Hall, Stafford 
Road; Rev. R. Sorensen, Miss Sybil Morrison, 
Rev. L. Artingstall and William Graham (chair- 
man); PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 4 p.m. Guildhouse Fellowship 
Rooms, 26 Great Ormond Street; Corder Catch- 
pool on “A Pacifist in Germany”; Peace Army. 


Monday, March 6 
KING’S LYNN; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
New Conduit Street; John Barclay and R. G. 
Errington (chairman); PPU. 
NORWICH; 8 p.m. Friends’ Hall, Pottergate; 
group annual meeting; David Spreckley; PPU. 


Tuesday, March 7 

LIMEHOUSE; 7.30 p.m. Town Hall; Dr. Donald 
Soper, Tom Mann, Father St. John B. Groser, 
Wal Hannington, Monica Whately, Maurice 
Rowntree (chairman); Poplar and Stepney Asso- 
ciation Against Unemployment. Reserved seats 
Qs.) from W. G. Millman, Trinity Hall, Augusta 
Street, Poplar, E.14. 
KEIGHLEY; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House: 
cine show and lecture by J. C. Wigham on 
“Conditions in Spain and work in Central 
Europe”; PPU and Society of Friends. 


BANSTEAD; 8 p.m. Clere Cottage (corner of | 


Court Road and Bolter’s Lane); Miss M. E. 
Baldwin or “Pacifism and the Child”; PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8.15 p.m. Ethical Church, Queens- 
way; debate between Roy Walker and Miss Aline 
Mackinnon on “Can Pacifism restrain the Totali- 
tarian States?”; PPU and Paddington Women’s 
Liberal Association. 


Wednesday, March 8 
COULSDON; 8 p.m. St. Francis Church Hall, 
Rickman Hill; John Barclay; PPU. 

DENTON; 8 pm. St. Hilda’s Vicarage, Ashton 
Road; H. Rees Jones on “Pacifism and the 
question of Colonies”; PPU. 

HOUNSLOW; 8 p.m. Congregational Church; 
united peace service; Rev. C. Paul Gliddon sup- 
ported by other ministers; FoR. 

LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Edward Wood Hall, London 
Road; Ruth Fry and Wilfred Wellock on “Is 
there a constructive alternative to War?”; PPU. 
LEYTONSTONE; 8 p.m. Barclay Hall, Barclay 
Road, High Road; David Spreckley, Mary Camp- 
bell, Stanley Cooper, John W. Strange and Rev. 
C. W. Harrington (chairman); PPU. 
WESTMINSTER; 8 p.m. 194 Vauxhall Bridge 
Road; lantern lecture on “London's History and 
Romance”; PPU. 

GREENFORD; 8.15 p.m. Public Library; A. Ruth 
Fry on “The Power of Non-Violence”; PPU. 
OXFORD; 8.15 p.m. 115 High Street; Horace G. 
Alexander on “India”; University Pacifist Associ- 


ation. 
Thursday, March 9 


BIRMINGHAM; 7.30 p.m. Digbeth Institute; Rev" 


P. L. D. Chatterton (chairman), James H. 
Hudson, Mrs. Eleanor Barton and Fenner Brock- 
way; Joint Committee for War Resistance. 
BRISTOL; 7.30 p.m. Cotham Methodist Church, 
Redland Road; dramatic and musical evening; 
Bristol Joint Committee for Refugees: tickets 
(is. each) from Wilfred Harvey, 57 Claremont 
Road, Bristol 7. 

ABERDEEN; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 98 
Crown Street; Rev. H. H. C. Jones to introduce 
review of International Situation; PPU. 
HITCHIN; 8 p.m. Notts Cafe; Canon Stuart 
Morris and Miss Sybil Morrison; PPU. 
BAYSWATER; 8.15 p.m. Dick Sheppard Centre, 
52 Queensway; J. Theodore Harris on “ Money 
and Peace”; PPU. 


Friday, March 10 

BATTLE; 8 p.m. Guides Hall, High Street; 
Stephen Usherwood on “Pacifism—a way to 
Peace or Defeat”; PPU; Kenneth Wray (chair- 
man); PPU. 

LIVERPOOL; 8 p.m. Hope Street Church Hall, 
Caledonia Street; Rev. H. Ingli James on “The 
Politics of Christian Pacifism”; Social Problem 


Circle. RS Re, 

Wednesday, March 15 
LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m. Friends House, Euston 
Road; Rev. H. Ingli James and W. L. Williams; 
Christian Pacifist Party. 


PEACE NEWS 


What 
does 


stand 
for? 


|. HOW IT BEGAN 


‘T HE Peace Pledge Union dates 
4 from tre day whrn Dick Srep- 
pard invited all men who felt as he 
did to write to him stating that iney 
renounced war and would rever 
agyuin participate in one. 


The immediate response was over- 
whelming, and every day since then 
pledge cards have come in, the total 
having now reached some 123,000. At 
first the movement had been confined 
to men, but when the signatures of 
women were asked for there was once 
more an immediate response. By 
reason of its numerical and moral 
strength, this venture has become a 
national movement, and it is linked 
with the world movement by its affili- 
ation to the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, : 

Dick Sheppard asked some ceading 
men and women to joi. him as Spon- 
sors. Practically all of them were 
subsequently elected at the move- 
ment’s first Annual General Meeting, 
and today th: Sponsors are : George 
Lansbury, M.P., Canon Stuart Morris, 
Maurice L. Rowntree. John Barclay, 
Harold F. Bing, Miss Vera Brittain, H. 
Runham Brown, the Rev. Henry 
Carter, Miss iizvy Gamble, Dr. A. 
Herbert Gray, Laurence Housman, 
James H. Hudson, Aldous Huxley, 
Miss Storm Jameson, J. Middleton 
Murry, Humphrey S. Moore, Capt. 
Philip Mumford, Max Plowman, Lord 
Ponsonby, Canon C. E. Raven, Bert- 
rand Russell, Dr. Alfred Salter. MP, 
Siegfried Sassoon, Dr. Donald O. 
Soper, Miss E. Thorneycroft, Wilfred 
Wellock, Dr. Alex Wood, and Arthur 
Wragg. 

The headquarters are at 6. Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. The President is 
George Lansbury, M.P, the Treasurer, 
Maurice L. Rowntree, the Chairman (and 


secretarv), Canon Stuart Morris, and the 
Group Organizer, John Barclay. 


Give your pledge on a postcard:— 
I renounce war and I will never 
support or sanction another. 
Sign this, add your address, and scnd 
the card to PPU headquarters 


11 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


1}d. per word, minimum 2s 


Box Number 6d. extra 


LATEST TIME FOR COPY TUESDAY MORNING 


| DRAMA | 


NEW SOUTHGATE PAX PLAYERS.—Avail- 
able certain days from March 20, to give two-act 
and one-act plays (Homicide, by Hedley Quant; A 
Bird of Passage, by Martin Armstrong) for ex- 
penses only. Secretaries write: Mrs. R. Dale, 
46 Blake Road, London, N.11. 


| EDUCATIONAL | 


“FREDSHJEM” ROLIDAY LANGUAGE 
CENTRE: Opportunities for studying German, 
French, Italian, Danish, and Swedish among 
beautiful scenery and in pleasant company. 
A pacifist family from Germany. living near 
Fjord of Flenseburg (frontier between Denmark 
and Germany) is glau to receive paying guests 
from Great Britain. Lodging and board (4 meals 
a day, Danish and German cookery combined) 
and language tuition (in one or several lan- 
guages) 64 Danish krcner per day. For further 
details, write: War Resisters’ International, 11, 
Abbey Road, Enfield, Middlesex; or direct to: 
Dr. Arnold Kalisch, Fredshjem, Roenshoved pr. 
Rinkenaes, Denmark 
— a RR a ee ee ee 

GERMAN LESSONS or preparation for ex- 
amination by Viennese Pacifist, living in S.W.12 
(Balham). Box 150, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, London, N.4 


~ 


| HEALTH AND MEDICAL 


“ASMINAL” the new treatment for asthma 
gives wonderful relief. 25-year sufferer wishes 
to communicate with others. Only supplied 
through chemists. Outfit complete 15s. Refills 5s. 
Inquiries distributor Tompsett, 4 Coldean Lane, 
Brighton. 


GARLIC NATURE-CURE TREATMENT for 
rheumatism. With a pure diet, no better remedy 
for rheumatism than garlic is known to medical 
science. “Allysol” tablets and liquid contain 
the antiseptic purifying power of garlic without 
that garlic smell. “Allysol™ does not taint 
breath or body. No animal substance. No drug 
effect. Powerful but harmless. Trial box 3s., 
or 3 months supply 24s. post free from G. 
Millwood, Boxhill Road, Tadworth, Surrey. 


KINGSTON. EDINBURGH, The Fountainhead 
of Modern Nature Cure ‘Health Home and 
Training Centre). President: James C. Thom- 
son Particulars from the Secretary, Kingston, 
Edinburgh, 9. 


MISS J. D. WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath, bonesetter, treats all conditions of ill- 
health by natural methods; varticularly success- 
ful with nerves and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North, Letchworth. 
(Letchworth 885). 


“DPD P.U. Policy” was the subject of an 

informal one-day school addressed by 
Max Plowman and Andrew Stewart at the 
Dick Sheppard Centre, Queensway, last 
Saturday. 


Mr. Plowman said that he regarded the PPU 
as a great popular movement—religious, social, 
political and philosophic—of people who had 
come to the definite conclusion that in all cir- 
cumstances war was no good at all, and who had, 
accordingly, turned right round and made it 
their deliberate intention to seek peace and to 
discover the ways—religious, social and political 
—to ensure peace. 

The PPU was a pacifist as distinct from a war- 
resistant movement. The clue to its activity 
was always to be found in the search for alterna- 
tive activity to war. 

As Nieméller stood for Christianity, not anti- 
Fascism, so pacifists stood for peace, not anti- 
Conscription. 

Mr. Plowman strongly emphasized that the 
plight of the refugees and the unemployed could 
not be ignored by any pacifist. ‘The Unwan- 
ted" of the world were a responsibility which 
every pacifist has to shoulder if he believed in 
human brotherhood and solidarity. 


TWO MEANINGS OF PACIFISM 


Mr. Stewart said that the word pacifism was 
commonly used in two quite different senses: 
first, to describe the attitude to war summed up 
in the phrase—" War, we say No!”; second, in the 
writings of Aldous Huxley, Middleton Murry and 
Max Plowman, for example, to describe a par- 
ticular philosophy of life. 

The PPU, so long as its basis was the simple 
Peace Pledge, could not be other than a loose 
organization of individuals who had conscien- 
tiously renounced war. The “pacifism” of the 
individual members might be simply war-resist- 
ance, or something broader. The implications 
which any one member derived from his pledge 
need not necessarily apply to others. Accord- 
ingly, any attempt to formulate a policy for the 
PPU, based on, say, Mr. Plowman’s implications, 
would not find general acceptation; and so would 
lead to disunity. 

Mr. Stewart suggested that by its very nature 
the PPU could not have a policy in the sense 
of the Labour Party’s ten-point programme. It 
should, however, have definite aims. 

These seemed to him to be: (1) the creation of 
a mass opposition to war by the persuasion of 
individuals; (2) the persuasion of pledges that 
mere renunciation of war was not enough, but 
that the spread of active, positive pacifism, such 
as Mr. Plowman stood for, was the only way the 
world could be transformed; and (3) the encour- 


School Discusses P.P.U. Policy 


agement of members who desired to do special 


work—such as aid for the refugees—outside the 
PPU as such. 


Mr. Stewart expressed satisfaction at the for- 
mation of the No Conscription League, and said 
that there was a crying need for a similar 
crganization to awaken public opinion to the 
plight of the refugees. 


Call to Free Churches 


A resolution for the National Free 
Church Council, which meets in Bradford 
next week, welcoming campaigns in this 
and other countries for a new peace con- 
ferenee, has been proposed by the Rev. 
William Riley, a Congregationalist Minister 
of Westcliff-on-Sea. 

The suggested resolution would also urge the 
1,250,000 members of the League fer Prayer and 
Service to organize constructive and cooperative 
Proposals for removing the causes of war, far 
drastic disarmament, and for using the vast sums 


now spent on arms to revitalize the social 
services, &c. 

Mr. Riley will himself not be able to attend 
the meeting of the National Free Church Coun- 
cil; he is 81 years of age and was a champion 
of conscientious objectors during his war-time 
ministry at Devonport.. 


Baptist Ministers in War Time 

In case of war would you be:— 

(a) a combatant; 
(b) a chaplain; 
(c) a conscientious objector? 

This question is to be asked in a circular 
letter which will be distributed to all Bap- 
tist ministers by the Baptist Pacifist Fel- 
lowship. In addition all other denomina- 
tional pacifist fellowships are being invited 
to do the same with their ministers. 


MEETINGS, &c. | 


A MEETING ON NATIONAL SERVICE will 
be held in the City Hall, Candleriggs, Glasgow, 
on Sunday, March 5, 1939, at 2.30 p.m. The 
speakers will be Mr. James Maxton, MP; Mr. 
James H. Hudson; Mr. Niel Maclean, MP. 


PERSONAL 


WHO WOULD GUARANTEE visitor’s permit 
for my fiance having affidavit, to get him out of 
concentration camp. Write, Box 156, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


| PRINTING | 


HANDBILLS 3s. per 1,000. Attractively prin- 
ted for your next public meeting. Size 7} by 5. 
Satisfaction assured. Free delivery. Send for 
particulars and samples. C. F. Ducret, (PPU 
member), Cargreen Road, London, S.E.25. 


| SITUATIONS } 


Wanted 
ACTIVE PACIFIST, P.P.U., Compositor, compe- 


tent, desires situation —Box 155, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


WHICH HUMANITARIAN PEOPLE need a 
couple; woman in thirties, excellent housekeeper, 
domesticated, expert in fine needlework, very 
fond of children, and husband, formerly indepen- 
dent merchant, thoroughly versed in bookkeep- 
ing, secretarial and organizing work; both now 
outcasts in Germany. Advertiser is their friend 
living in England.—Box 157, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


| TYPEWRITING 


250 TYPEWRITTEN CIRCULARS, Electric- 
ally Duplicated, return post, 2s. 9d., inclusive.— 
Brown’s Typewriting Service Ltd, Brougham 
Street, Burnley. 


WHERE TO STAY 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600ft. For happy holi- 
day or restful recuperation. Increased accom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c. 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences 
—A. & K. S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. Station, 
Ambergate (L.M.S.). 


WYE VALLEY. Guest house and craft in- 


dustry. Guests and students. Vegetarian diet. 
Barn House, Brockweir, Chepstow, Mon. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


To S oor meer ererresrecon eer sss ee Ses Hearsseses 


(Newsagent’s name) 


Pleaso deliver " PEACE NEWS" 


to me weekly. 
INAM6 20... csbetesscccestassesssactencanoanne 


Address, ccccccocsvettcrceteerercreetctete 


Hecocoresesovevevossescverenossvceed 


as from issue dated.........cccscssssvas 


Note to Newsagent :— 


“PEACE NEWS" is published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
rates from the Publishers at 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


WV OUTH HOUSE—the residential centre for pro- 
gressive youth. Internationalism and fellow- 
ship in active communal life. Single bed-sitting 
rooms, 17s. 6d. p.w. For particulars apply: 
Secretagky, Youth House, 250 Camden Road, 
London. N.W.1. GULliver 5189 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY ! 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recibes, from 


THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Street, Manchester, 2 


Read the 


SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD” 
Every Friday 2d. 
H2NEST, FEARLES3, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample copy to 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4. 


CADBURY’S 


BOURNVILLE COCOA 


eee THE FOOD-DRINK OF THE PEOPLE 


id. Coloured 
2d. Plain 


A BANNER headline at the top of 

“the front page of the Daily 
Express on Saturday announced that 
Hitler had ordered a “Nazi drive 
against war jitterbugs.” 

That newspaper’s Berlin reporter 
told of an “‘It Will Be Peace’ cam- 
paign, on the lines of the Daily 
Express, to kill rumours of war and 
to banish jitterbugs.” Dr. Goebbels 
had launched this campaign “ by pub- 
lishing an important article in the 
Volkischer Beobachter, official news- 
paper of the Nazi Party.” 

On Monday The Times published a 
dispatch from its Berlin correspon- 
dent (who had sent it on Sunday) 
referring to “a long article by Dr. 
Goebbels in the V6lkischer Beo- 
bachter, headed ‘War in Sight.’” 

Comment on the contrast is un- 
necessary, but it is noteworthy that 
in a broadcast discussion on the press 
on Tuesday night Mr. Hugh Ross 
Williamson, who has had considerable 
journalistic experience, maintained 
that “there is undoubtedly a ten- 
dency to tone down or suppress items 
of news” to suit newspaper pro- 
prietors or advertisers. One wonders 
how Mr. S. P. Bishop, who disagreed 
with him, would explain the glaring 


BRITISH ARMS 


AS MENACE 
TO PEACE 


: (Continued from p. 1) 

Britain’s claim to be working for an inter- 
national settlement. It is admitted in Ger- 
many that, as Mr. Chamberlain said, more 
confidence is necessary before a conference 
can be held; but it is naturally pointed 
out that “confidence cannot be promoted 
by abnormal arming.” 

The fact that Germany not only sees her 
needs still unsatisfied but sees in British 
rearmament an unwillingness to meet 
them, must make hex,still more dissatisfied. 
So rearmament is definitely hindering 
peace. 

The vital needs of Germany must be met, 
and if the industrial and trade talks that 
are to take place between representatives 
of this country and Germany succeed in 
this, they will have been one of the greatest 
contributions to peace that we have seen 
for some time. Even if they merely ease 
the situation, they will have been well 
worth while. 


Trade Envoys—with Guns 

But here too the British Government is, 
in effect, sabotaging its own efforts by 
sending its representatives to Berlin with 
guns in their hands. For it is held in 
Germany that “the armaments are the 
reality of British policy with which Ger- 
many must concern itself, not the coming 
industrial and trade discussions.” 

Thus even this effort at settlement by 
negotiation threatens to become an inci- 
dent (perhaps a major incident) in the 
perpetual struggle for power—which, as 
Lord Grey also said (but Mr. Chamberlain 
forgot to quote him) leads sooner or later to 
war. 

If nobody wants that and everybody 
wants peace, everybody surely had better 
demand peace by the only possible means— 
the adoption of a method of exchanging the 
necessities of life that will satisfy Ger- 
many’s and other countries’ needs without 
merely shifting the burden of dissatisfac- 
tion on to other shoulders. 

That will clearly call for some kind of 
international conference, as virtually all 
nations are concerned. 

Fhe confidence that is essential for the 
success of such a conference can best be 
produced by an early and positive move 
towards holding it. 


There is Still Hope 


“© Let us rejoice not that there is peace in the 
world, but that the hope of peace has not 
perished from the earth. 

“Everywhere, ordinary men and women 
reject war as an instrument of policy, revolt 
against the policies which lead to war. Every- 
where ordinary men and women seek only to 
share and to enjoy the bounty of nature and 
science, and to enjoy it in brotherhood and 
Feace. 

“This simple, human desire is the ultimate 
bulwark against reaction. Rejoicing in its 
existence, we must strive to make it articulate 
and effective. For it is the true expression of 
the spirit of man, unbreakable even under 
tyranny, unconquerable when given unity in 
aim and oction.” 


Reynolds News. 


PEACE NEWS 


A Pacifist Commentary 


March’ 3, 1939 


’ Thin End of the Conscription Wedge ? : 
“Independence” for Palestine 
Balkans and the Axis 


A® long ago as February 19, 1938, Peace 
News told of a conscription scheme 
drafted by those who were then running 
a campaign behind the scenes. This is 
what we said: 
“It is estimated that a scheme of labour camps 


on Nazi lines can be introduced to take between 
300,000 and 400,000 young men a year. 


“They would be... trained in camps in the 
country during the summer. Three months’ 
training per man is suggested for the present. 
.... The training .., would consist of physical 
drill, manual work, sports with a tight discipline, 
simple rations, and a nominal sum of pay.... 
The scheme would especially apply to the young 
unemployed.” 

Our revelations caused auite a stir at 
the time. Now comes confirmation that the 
conscription campaign which started just 
over a year ago is beginning to bear fruit. 
It is reported that “the government are 
considering a ‘no drill, no dole’ ultimatum 
to the younger unemployed men. The 
‘drill’ is not to be military, but is physical 
training as well as instruction.” The 
scheme, said the Evening Standard last 
week, is one of a number under considera- 


tion. 


Mr. Chamberlain, it will be recalled, said 
at Blackpool last week that he was dis- 
turbed that young unemployed men would 
not attend instructional centres and thus 
defeated the efforts of those who were 
trying to help them. Later he said in 
Parliament that he hoped it would be pos- 
sible to provide work on civil defence for 
young men unemployed for a long time. 


Possibly the Government will put some 
young men to work on civil defence—at 
trade union rates of pay?—and introduce 
a labour camps scheme for others. Though 
one can only speculate on this, the a .3< 
to such freedom as the unemployed now 
possess is obvious. 


As the leader of the National Unem- 
ployed Workers’ Movement said last week, 
“there is no use in sending a man to a 
training camp for heavy manual work and 
paying him 4s. a week pocket money, which 
is the present system in operation, unless 
there is employment for that man when he 
finishes at the camp.” The Government, 
may, of course, guarantee a job for the men 
who leave the training camps, in order to 
make easier the imposition of a compul- 
sory scheme. This would mean nothing 
less than regimentation, for a man would 
doubtless have no chance of refusing a job 
for which the authorities considered him 
suitably trained. 


There could be no clearer example of 
fascism “without the shirts.” 


Future of Palestine 


"THE secrecy which surrounded the 

British plan for Palestine—submitted 
to the Arab and Jewish delegations in 
London after attempts to reach a com- 
promise had failed—has been pierced by 
the press accounts of the plan. Mr. Mal- 
colm MacDonald has since denounced these 
accounts as misleading, but offered no more 
authoritative version. In any case, it is 
stated that the Government’s “suggestions” 
—the official term—might be modified later. 


The proposals seem to provide for the 
development of Palestine into an independ- 
ent State, and are apparently unacceptable 
to the Jews; on the other hand, at least 
one of the Arab States’ delegations is 
believed ‘to have advised the Palestinian 
Arabs to agree to the proposals. 


Unfortunately the “independence” en- 
visaged would not be complete. As in the 
case of Egypt, there would be close treaty 
relations with Great Britain—presumably 
to safeguard those “ interests” which have 
been the cause of the continual ferment in 
the Near East. 


One point must be kept in sight during 
the attempts to find a solution: if the 
British Government takes the wise step 
of refusing to allow wholesale Jewish 
immigration into Palestine, it has a moral 
responsibility to play its part in relieving 
the distress of homeless Jews. 


INSISTENCE on the community of in- 

terests of Poland and Italy in the 
Balkans has emerged from Count Ciano’s 
visit to Warsaw. 

Germany, too, has been turning her eyes 
to the Balkan countries, where her 
“economic penetration” seems to enrage 
many people in Britain. 

With so many nations having a finger in 
the Balkan pie the needs of the Balkan 
countries themselves may be overlooked. 
Their liberation from the economic pres- 
sure of the larger Powers could be 
achieved if their natural resources were 
developed so as to increase the prosperity 
of their people, who would then be able 
to absorb the greater part of the goods they 
produce. 

For such development the Balkan coun- 
tries need to become a single economic 
unit. Already there is a Balkan Chamber 
of Commerce in Constantinople, and there 


delayed as a result of the fact that his 
Foreign Minister, while in Warsaw, was 
not able to secure the Polish support 
which had been anticipated. 


The Italian Government has also been 
told of the British Government’s dis- 
approval of the violent anti-French cam- 
paign in the Italian press—“‘a campaign 
which in their view,” according to The 
Times, “might begin many dangerous cur- 
rents that might go on gathering force and 
be hard to control.” 


If the tension does not increase in the 
near future, however, it will not be because 
the basic problem has been removed. Any 
breathing space that is new granted should 
be used to better purpose than mere warn- 
ings to the Italians or attempts to prevent 
the reasonable discussion of claims by 
diplomatic manceuvres. 


have been yearly Baltic Economie Con-}- 


ferences since 1931. Closer relations by 
other Balkan countries with Bulgaria were 
expected to be discussed at the Confer- 
ence of the Balkan Entente in Bucharest 
last week. . 

These are all signs that the Balkan 
Governments recognize the need for co- 
operation. But if the treatment of their 
countries as fields for exploitation by other 
Powers is to be ended, world economic 
problems need to be dealt with as a whole. 


What next in Spain? 
WHETHER or not there was truth in Mr. 
Attlee’s charges against the Prime 
Minister in the parliamentary debate on 
the recognition of General Franco, the in- 
cident was significant as another instance 
of Parliament discussing a fait accompli. 

It does not, however, alter the facts of 
the situation in Spain itself. One can share 
the Premier’s hope for a speedy armistice, 
and Mr. Eden’s belief that to encourage 
further Republican resistance would be a 
cruel futility, without sharing the motives 
of some who welcome recognition of 
General Franco’s Government. 

Those who hope to “buy Franco out of 
the Axis” are looking upon Spain as a 
mere shuttlecock in European power poli- 
tics. This cynical disregard for the well- 
being of Spain itself is the very thing 
which has prolonged the agony of the 
struggle. 

It is interesting to note that on the eve 
of the recognition of General Franco The 
Times conveniently discovered a number 
of assurances given by him to the British 
Government froin time to time. “ There is 
nothing ambiguous,” it reported, “in the 
catalogue of these assurances, most of 
which have not been made public before.” 


Mediterranean Problems 


A® a sidelight on the wider considerations 
which prompted the decision to grant 
recognition, it may be recalled that M. 
Daladier, the French Premier, referred in 
the Chamber to his belief that the next few 
months, or even weeks, might well produce 
a serious ‘international situation. 
Mussolini’s next move in connexion with 
his claim against Tunis may now be 


“Queen” Appeals 


for Peace 


Three hundred people warmly applauded 
an appeal made at Castleford, Yorkshire, 
on Tuesday of last week, by the Railway 
Queen of Great Britain, Miss Helen 
Forrest, aged 16, of Edinburgh, for the 
peoples of all nations to combine in work- 
ing for peace. 

During her visit to Castleford, Miss Forrest 
was wearing her chain of office, composed of 
solid gold models of railway couplings. 


Like her predecessors, she will go abroad 
during her year of office, with a message of 
goodwill from the railway general managements 
and the railway “‘trad@ union leaders. If the 
country she visits responds to her message, they 
will place another link in her chain of office to 
express their intention of working for inter- 
national peace. 


Links in her chain already include those from 
Great Britain, France, Holland, Germany, Bel- 
gium, Ireland, Denmark, America, Palestine, 
Norway, Sweden, and Russia. 


Company “ Sacks ” 3,500 

Following the refusal of dock workers to 
load scrap iron for Japan, and the support 
of this action by the iron workers, no fewer 
than 3,500 workers, according to the 
bulletin of the International Peace Cam- 
paign, have been dismissed by the Broken 
Hill Proprietary Company, owners of the 
Port Kembla iron works. 


BOOK THESE 
DATES! 


Saturday & Sunday, April 15 & 16. 
Second annual general meeting of 
the Peace Pledge Union in Friends 
House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


Saturday, July 29, to Tuesday, 
August 8. 
Summer camp of the PPU. It will 
be an international camp with 
accommodation for 350. 150 of whom 
will come from other countries. 
Place and further details to be 
announced later. 
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